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Congress moves 


to probe 


contacts with Flynn 


(RFE/RL)—Congressional lead- 
ers say they will investigate grow- 
ing questions over contacts be- 
tween Russia and top advisers to 
U.S. President Donald Trump in 
the weeks and months before he 
took office. 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell said on February 14 
that he expects the Senate Intel- 
ligence Committee will interview 
Michael Flynn, the White House 
national security adviser who was 
pushed out on February 13 over his 
undisclosed pre-inaugural conver- 


sations with Russia’s ambassador | 


to the United States. 

The calls for inquiries in Con- 
gress came as U.S. media reported 
that Trump associates and staff 
had numerous contacts with sen- 
ior Russian intelligence officials 
in the year before the November 
8 presidential election, though no 
evidence of collusion was reported. 

And it came as the White House 
conceded that Trump knew for 
weeks that Flynn, his ousted security 
adviser, had misled the White House | 
about his contacts with Russia. 

Flynn was not forced out until 
news reports came out the previ- 
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Russian 


The White House has conceded 
that U.S. President Donald Trump 
knew for weeks that former security 
adviser Michael Flynn had misled 
his superiors about his contacts 


with Russia (file photo). 


ous week saying he had discussed 
Russian sanctions with Ambassador 
Sergei Kislyak, undercutting public 
statements by both Flynn and Vice 
President Mike Pence that the con- 
versations did not involve sanctions. 

Flynn told the Daily Caller on 
February 14 that “there were no 
lines crossed” in his conversa- 
tions with Kislyak. He said they 
spoke only about the 35 Russian 
diplomats expelled by the Obama 
administration on December 29 as 
part of a final round of sanctions 
against Russia. That same day, the 
Obama White House sanctioned 
Russia’s intelligence agencies for 
their roles in allegedly hacking the 
U.S. presidential election. 

“Tt wasn’t about sanctions. It was 
about the 35 guys who were thrown 
out,” Flynn said. “It was basically: 
‘Look, I know this happened. We’ll 
review everything.’ I never said any- 
thing such as, “We’re going to review 
sanctions,’ or anything like that.” 

But Reuters reported that phone 
transcripts show that Flynn told 
Kislyak that if Russia did not to re- 
spond in kind to the Obama sanc- 
tions as it had when sanctions were 
announced in the past, that could 
smooth the way toward a broader dis- 
cussion of improving U.S.-Russian 
relations once Trump took power. 

After the U.S. sanctions were an- 
nounced, Russian President Vladi- 
mir Putin took the uncharacteristic 
step of announcing he would not 
respond in kind, and instead he in- 
vited U.S. diplomats in Moscow to 
join Christmas celebrations at the 
Kremlin. 

The growing questions about 
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Max Irons in a scene from Bitter Harvest which opens in theatres across Canada, March 3. 


Bitter Harvest 


A love story set amid the Holodomor hits the big screen 


By Mike Eckel 

(RFE/RL)—Like many cinemat- 
ic love stories, Bitter Harvest fea- 
tures passionate kisses, vows of fi- 
delity, and heart-wrenching scenes 
of separation as turmoil engulfs a 
pastoral homeland. 

Think Doctor Zhivago, except 
instead of the Russian Revolution, 
this film is set during the Holodomor 
— the famine that killed millions in 
Ukraine in the 1930s and that shad- 
ows the country’s relationship with 
Moscow to this day. 

The film is being released — in 
Canada March 3 — amid another 
tumultuous’ chapter in the relation- 
ship: nearly four years of conflict 
between government forces and 
Russia-backed separatists that has 
left more than 9,750 dead in the 
east, and the Crimean Peninsula in 
Russia’s hands. 

Ukrainian Canadian | director 
George Mendeluk insists that his 
film is first and foremost a love story. 

“Tt in some ways pays homage 
to Doctor Zhivago: The love story 
is up front, the Holodomor in the 
background,” said Mendeluk, 68, 
whose film credits include the 1980 
political thriller The Kidnapping 
Of A President. 

But the film, featuring Brit- 
ish actors Max Irons, Samantha 
Barks, and Terence Stamp, takes 
on a subject that many Ukrainians 
consider a genocide, a catastrophe 
engineered by Soviet leader at 
Stalin to consolidate commutust 
power and wipe out any inkling of 
Ukrainian independence. 

“The movie takes on a differ- 
ent dimension now, because even 
though in the film we talk about 
Stalin, and we show Stalin and 
how he orchestrated this artificial 
famine, what really is evident now 
is that, with the invasion of the 
Crimea and eastern Ukraine, it’s 
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Max Irons and Samantha Barks in Bitter Harvest. 


“Tt in some ways pays 


homage to Doctor Zhivago. The love story is up front, the Holodomor in 
the background,” says director George Mendeluk. 


the same old story, but repeating 
itself,” Mendeluk said. 

Hearty peasant men scything 
golden sheaves of wheat. Ruddy- 
faced women lugging bags of grain 
on their backs to windmills stand- 
ing under cloudless skies. A man 
and woman kissing passionately 
in a forest, giving way to scowling 
Red Army soldiers on horseback. 

These are some of opening 
scenes of the film, which tells a 
fictional story of an artistically 
inclined peasant boy named Yuri 
(played by Irons) who is separated 
from his childhood sweetheart Nat- 
alka (played by Barks). 

He struggles to return to her as 
the Red Army enforces Stalin’s 
order aimed at collectivizing 
Ukraine’s agricultural output, a 
policy that resulted in famine and 
millions of deaths — through hun- 
ger, summary executions, or exile 
to Siberian labor camps. 

The film ends in 1933, when the 
death toll reached its climax. 

Richard Bachynsky-Hoover, the 


film’s co-author, said he first came 
up with the story concept in 1999 
when he traveled for Ukraine for 
the first time. 

Raised in Ontario by second- 
generation Ukrainian immigrants, 
Bachynsky-Hoover, 59, aspired to 
be an illustrator but ended up work- 
ing odd jobs in construction. Later, 
he became a small-time actor, ap- 
pearing in Canadian TV shows 
and movies, including a 1999 film 
directed by Mendeluk. 

The year earlier he had married 
the daughter of a Ukrainian im- 
migrant, leading him to travel to 
Ukraine in 1999 and begin to learn 
about his ethnic heritage. In 2004, 
he spent weeks on Kyiv’s streets 
during the Orange Revolution. 

Bachynsky-Hoover said he start- 
ed drafting what would become 
Bitter Harvest, scribbling ideas 
down on napkins and studying the 
history of the period the story is set 
in, and the fate of his relatives. 
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Ростислав Хотин, 
адіо Свобода 

Рада Бе 
резолюі J 
критичної інфра 
терористичних на 
ініціювала Україна. M3C 
вказує, резолюція 


підвищення 


OOH 


зпеки 


Укра 


має на 


що 


меті ефективності 
міжнародних 


протидії 


зусиль для 
терористичним 


об'єктів 


актам проти 
критичної інфраструктури, 
зокрема в рамках Глобальної 


контртерористичної 
ООН. На відкритих дебатах Ради 
Безпеки щодо захисту критичної 
інфраструктури головував 
міністр закордонних справ 
України Павло Клімкін. 

Рада Безпеки ООН, в якій 
із першого лютого їі весь 
цей Micaub головує Україна, 
ухвалила резолюцію «Захист 
критичної інфраструктури 
від терористичних нападів». 
Авторство резолюції номер 
2341  - 3a Україною, але 
співспонсорами її виступили ще 
30 країн. 

Відтак Рада Безпеки ООН, 
непостійним членом якої два 
роки (у 2017-2018-му) є Україна, 
закликає держави-члени ООН 
забезпечити встановлення 
кримінальної відповідальності 
за терористичні акти, спрямовані 
знищення або дезактивацію 
важливих 


на 
критично 
інфраструктури. 

Резолюція також 
потребу 

кримінальну 
за | планування, 
фінансування Ta 


об'єктів 


передбачає 
запровадити 
відповідальність 
підготовку, 
матеріально- 
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Резолюцію, подану Україною, ухвалили одностайно 


Ілюстраційне фото. Засідання Ради безпеки ООН, Нью-Йорк 


технічну підтримку таких 
нападів на критично важливі 
об'єкти інфраструктури. 
Серед | важливих 
інфраструктури в 
також згадуються 
туристичні об'єкти. 
Як сказав у виступі міністр 
закордонних справ України 
Павло Клімкін, «захист 
критичної інфраструктури є 
нагальним для національної 
безпеки, громадської безпеки 
та СКОНОМмІЧНОГО розвитку 
всіх | країн».  «Терористичні 
напади на ці об'єкти та служби 
значно перешкоджати 
життєдіяльності суспільств 
та потягнути за собою значні 


об'єктів 
резолюції 
інтернет та 


можуть 


людські страждання», - 
наголосив Клімкін. 

Як сказав український 
міністр, з 2015 року кілька 
українських урядових структур, 
a також об'єктів критичної 
інфраструктури - таких, як 


регіональні енергетичні компанії 
та фінансові установи - стали 
об'єктами кібер-нападів. 

Також, сказав Клімкін, 
невідомі хакерські групи недавно 
атакували київський аеропорт та 
електронну базу Міністерства 
оборони України. На початку 
грудня минулого року вебсайти 
Держказначейства, Міністерства 
фінансів та Державного 
пенсійного фонду України були 


КОНГРЕС УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАЛИ 
міський Відділ В Едмонтоні 


Шевченківський концерт і 


* Ukrainian Social Services 


11717 - 97 St. 


* Meest 


10834 - 97 St. 


* Orbit 


10219 - 97 St. 


780.471.4477 


780.424.1777 


780.422.5693 


Also from UCC Edmonton Executive 
members, or at the door. 


— 


тимчасово виведені з ладу якраз 
перед кінцем фінансового року. 

«Ми знаємо | мету цих 
нападів. Це зроблено для того, 
аби вивести з ладу фінансову 
систему України, послабити 
наші оборонні можливості 
та, зрештою, дестабілізувати 
українське 0 суспільство... Ilo 
нас вдарили, але в результаті 
ми стали стійкішими», - сказав 
Клімкін Ha засіданні Pagu 
Безпеки ООН. 

Звертає на увагу те, 
що резолюція, запропонована 
Україною і проголосована в Раді 
Безпеки під її головуванням, 
була ухвалена одностайно - за 
неї віддали голоси п'ять 


себе 


всі 


постійних членів Ради Безпеки і 
десять непостійних. 

Раніше резолюції, пропоновані 
Україною або на українську 
тематику — зокрема, щодо 
незаконної анексії Криму Росією 
чи конфлікту у Східній Україні 
- розділяли Раду Безпеки ООН, 
а тут резолюція України була 
підтримана одноголосно. 

I хоча Україна, подаючи 
резолюцію і заручившись 
підтримкою трьох десятків 
співспонсорів, думала насамперед 
про захист своєї критичної 
інфраструктури, а також і про цю 
проблему в глобальних масштабах, 
однак багато хто вказував і на інші 
точки світу, де проблема захисту 


критичної інфраструктури 
від терористичних нападів є 
актуальною. 

Постійний представник 
Британії при OOH Метью 
Райкрофт в твіті, говорячи про 
одностайне | голосування за 


резолюцію, вказав також хештег 
«Daesh» - арабську абревіатуру 


угруповання «Ісламська 
держава», яке звинувачують 
у | нападах | на | критичну 


інфраструктуру в Іраку та Сирії. 

В інтерв'ю журналістам у 
штаб-квартирі OOH Метью 
Райкрофт сказав, що Британія 
«рішуче підтримує» резолюцію, 
запропоновану українським 
головуванням у Раді Безпеки. 

У твітері також вказують на 
те, що бойовики «Ісламської 
держави» з липня 2016 року 
палять нафту та нафтопереробні 
потужності на теренах (Іраку, 
які перебувають під їхнім 
контролем. 
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| Shevchenko Concert ~ Sunday March 12, 2017 2:30pm 


“Taras Shevchenko - Poetry and Music” 


є Тарас Шевченко - іслово і музика" 


Ukrainian Українське 
Music Музичне 
Society Товариство 


of Alberta 


Альберти 


— 


Information: 
Luba Boyko-Bell 780.469.4890 
Orysia Boychuk 780.983.1349 
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Participants at the CUSAC meeting. 


UCC meets with senior government officials 


Discuss Canada-Ukraine relations 


(UCC National)—On February 3 representatives 
of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) met with 
senior government officials from the Departments of 
Global Affairs and National Defence to discuss the de- 
velopment of Canada-Ukraine relations. 

The meeting of the Canada Ukraine Stakeholder Ad- 
visory Council (CUSAC), was hosted by the Department 
of Global Affairs, and co-chaired by Alison LeClaire, 
Senior Arctic Official and Director General, Circum- 
polar Affairs and Eastern Europe and Eurasia; and Paul 
Migus, UCC Director of Government Relations. 

“We were so pleased to be able to host representa- 
tives of the Ukrainian-Canadian Community here at 
Global Affairs Canada. The Government of Canada re- 
mains committed to working with Ukraine, and there 
is no more important connection between our two 
countries than people-to-people ties,” stated LeClaire. 
“This connection can be seen across politics, business, 
and the arts. The opportunity provided by CUSAC to 
sit down and discuss such a wide array of issues is of 
great benefit to the government, and, І trust, our part- 
ners in the community.” 

“We are thankful for the opportunity to meet with 
many high-level government officials who are respon- 
sible for implementing Canada’s many bilateral and 
multilateral programs in Ukraine,” stated Migus. “The 
CUSAC is an important occasion for our community to 
provide direct input, feedback and recommendations.” 

The meeting began with the signing of Terms of 
Reference for the CUSAC, “a forum for consultations 
and cooperation between the Government of Can- 
ada (represented by Global Affairs Canada) and the 
Ukrainian Canadian community (represented by the 
UCC), to ensure the exchange of information and in- 
sight pertaining to the development and enhancement 
of Canada-Ukraine relations, recognizing the special 
partnership between Canada and Ukraine.” 

Canada’s Ambassador to Ukraine Roman Waschuk, 
joined the meeting from Kyiv by videoconference to 
provide a strategic overview of recent developments 
in Ukzaine. Senior government officials provided an 
update on Canada-Ukraine relations and an update on 
various aspects of Canadian programming in Ukraine; 


on international assistance; peace and stabilization; 
trade; and defence reform. 

The CUSAC received a detailed briefing from Kevin 
Rex, Director, Eastern Europe and Eurasia Division; 
Pamela Rose, Director, Trade Negotiations Division; 
Jill Sinclair, Canada’s Representative to the Ukrain- 
ian Defence Reform Advisory Board; Dave Metcalfe, 
Director General, Europe-Middle East Programming 
and Larisa Galadza, Director General, Peace and Sta- 
bilization Operations program. 

The UCC delegation presented its perspectives on 
Canada-Ukraine relations and stated its priorities to the 
Government of Canada. The discussion focused on six 
themes: Foreign Policy; International Assistance Policy; 
Security and Defence; Sanctions Policy; Trade and Eco- 
nomic Development; Immigration and Settlement 

During the luncheon, which followed the meeting, the 
participants had an opportunity to hear from Ukraine’s 
Ambassador to Canada Andriy Shevchenko. 

“We look forward to continuing, regular dialogue with 
Global Affairs Canada оп theseand.other issues,” stated 
Alexandra Chyczij, First Vice-President of the UCC. 
“As Ukraine defends itself against Russian aggression, 
Canada has a pivotal role to play as.one of Ukraine’s 
closest friends, and this meeting was a valuable oppor- 
tunity to exchange views with our government.” 

The UCC was represented by: Alexandra Chyczij, 
First Vice President, Ukrainian Canadian, Congress 
(UCC); Paul Migus, UCC Director of Government 
Relations; Ukrainian National Federation; Victor Het- 
manezuk, CEO and President, Canada Ukraine Foun- 
dation (CUF); Krystina Waler, Children of Chornobyl 
Fund; Director, Humanitarian Initiatives, CUF; Zenon 
Potoczny, President, Canada Ukraine Chamber of 
Commerce (CUCC); Lada Kozak, Business Develop- 
ment Specialist, (CUCC); John Holuk, Chair, UCC 
Ukraine Appeal; Jars Balan, Former Co-chair, Can- 
ada Ukraine Advisory Council; Гог Kozak, Director, 
International Relations, League of Ukrainian Can- 
adians; Borys Gengalo, Ukrainian Canadian Business 
and Professional Association; Thor Michalchyshyn, 
UCC Executive Director and CEO; Orest Zakydalsky, 
UCC Senior Policy Advisor 


Congress moves to probe Russian contacts 


Cont. from Р. 1 


Russia’s relations with the Trump administration 
prompted U.S. lawmakers, including some leading 
Republicans, to call for a deeper inquiry into not just 
Flynn’s actions but broader White House ties to Rus- 
sia. 

Representative Adam Schiff, the top Democrat on 
the House Intelligence Committee, said Trump only 
moved against Flynn because he was attracting to so 
much news media attention. 

“The reason they lost faith or trust iri General Flynn 
only last night when they knew for weeks that he had 
been lying was that it became public,” Schiff told MS- 
NBC. 

The White House confirmed on February 14 that the 
FBI interviewed Flynn about his conversations with 
Kislyak as part of its investigation into Russian іпНи- 
ence in the U.S. election and the Justice Department 
notified the White House about discrepancies between 
Flynn’s public and private accounts of the conversa- 
tions shortly after Trump took office. 

But White House press secretary Sean Spicer in- 
sisted there were no legal problem with Flynn’s con- 


versations, but rather the way the matter was handled 
undermined Trump’s and Pence’s trust in him as an 
adviser. 

But the White House explanations satisfied few 
in Congress. Two leading Senate Republicans, Bob 
Corker and John Cornyn, agreed with McConnell that 
the Senate Intelligence Committee should investigate 
Flynn’s contacts with Russia. 

McCain, a leading Republican voice on foreign 
relations, said Flynn’s resignation raised questions 
about the administration’s intentions toward Putin’s 
Russia. 

Meanwhile, congressional Democrats called for ag- 
gressive independent investigations into the matter 
and demanded to know how much Trump knew about 
his aides’ Russia ties. 

U.S. Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schumer 
called for an investigation of potential criminal viola- 
tions surrounding the resignation of Flynn. 

“What I am calling for is an independent investi- 
gation with executive authority to pursue potential 
criminal actions,” to be led by newly installed U.S. 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions or White House law- 
yers, Schumer said. 


Tours to Ukraine 


Family run since 2001 
2017 ALL-INCLUSIVE 16-day small group tour guided 
in English and include: airfaire, quality hotels, all meals, 
admission to all events and chartered air-conditioned bus 


- We are pleased to offer three tours for 2017: 


Tour 1: May 14 - May 29 

Tour 2: July 9 - July 24 

Tour 3: August 27 - September 11 
Victoria/Vancouver $5,625.00 
Edmonton/Calgar $5,525.00 
Regina/Saskatoon $5,425.00 
Winnipeg/Halifa $5,325.00 
Toronto $5,225.00 


ALL TAXES & SURCHARGES ARE INCLUDED 


All prices are per person (double occupancy). Single occupancy: add $400.00 
Travel Medical and Trip Cancellation Insurances are NOT INCLUDED. 
Groups of 5 or more people: each person receives a $100.00 discount. 
Contact: Sandra: 1-204-256-5996 
or Toll free 1-888-269-3013 
Email: Tours ToUkraine@mymts.net 
Visit: www. Tours ToUkraine.ca 
For full information with photos 


Peter’s Legacy Lives On! 


Proudly serving the Ukrainian community 


Would you like to work with funeral 
directors who understand how 
valuable it is for you and your family 
to have a truly meaningful funeral 
experience? 
When the time comes to honor a 
loved one’s memory in a personal 
and respectful way, please call us. 
e Wide range of burial & cremation 
services & products 
e Prearranged funeral plans to _ 
meet your personal wishes ~~ 
and financial budget me 


ій potcecn com 


| Mayerthorpe | Smoky Lal 


Edmonton | Lamont | 


ed and operated by the 


Smolyk family since 1941 


RADIO MULTI LINGUAL 


Ted Woloshyn 


BC Sun at 7am, Tues at Sam, Thur at 7am 
Alberta KONTAKT — Sun at 11:20am 
Studio@kontakica 416.410.1155 1800.KONTAKT 


Dr. Матіко В Stech 
EYE on CULTURE 


WWW.KONTAKT.CA 
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Бійка депутатів через «енки» 


Що відбувається з антикорупційним комітетом? 


Яна Полянська, Радіо Свобода 

Депутати від «Блоку Петра Порошенка» Сергій 
Лещенко та Іван Мельничук побились у Верховній 
Раді. Найбільше дісталось піджаку Лещенка. 
Причина в тому, що він звинуватив Банкову у спробі 
дестабілізувати роботу антикорупційного комітету. 
Його колега у фракції Іван Мельничук назвав це 
брехнею, і після словесної суперечки чоловіки 
обмінялись штурханами. Голова антикорупційного 
комітету Єгор Соболєв також вважає, що саме 
з BHHH Адміністрації президента депутати 
найбільшої фракції в парламенті прогулюють 
засідання. На Банковій ці звинувачення назвали 
«маячнею». 

Приводом для бійки у Верховній Раді став пост 
Сергія Лещенка у фейсбуці, де він звинуватив 
Адміністрацію президента в тому, що саме після її 
вказівки низка депутатів «Блоку Петра Порошенка» 
проігнорувала засідання антикорупційного 
комітету 8 лютого. Мова йде про парламентарів 
цієї фракції Олега Барну, Ігоря Артюшенка та 
Івана Мельничука, які не з'явились. 

«Це робиться свідомо з метою показати, що 
цей комітет є непрацездатним, що антикорупційні 
закони, які він проводить, нікуди не годяться, що 
НАБУ треба зробити частиною силових органів, 
які підконтрольні владі, що боротьба з корупцією 
не є ідеєю, не є цінністю. Просто конкретний 
наступ на антикорупційний комітет шляхом зриву 
кворуму, і це не перший раз», - сказав Лещенко. 

Зібрати кворум у середу вдалось,однак він «був 
на межі», говорить Лещенко. 

Кількість людей, які приходять на засідання 
працювати, впала «до критичного мінімуму», 
погоджується голова антикорупційного комітету 
Єгор Соболев. 

«Мені казали про план, що хочуть переконати 
ще «Народний фронт», щоб їхні представники не 
ходили на комітет. І тоді сказати: ой, Соболєв не 
може організувати роботу комітету, давайте його 
замінимо. Я не тримаюся за крісло. Єдине хочу 
сказати всім колегам по комітету: вони роблять 
історичну роботу. Якщо їм буде що згадати про 
роботу в парламенті, то значна частина того 
стосуватиметься роботи в комітеті з протидії 
корупції», - каже Соболєв. 

Відповідаючи на запитання Радіо Свобода, він 


уточнив, що ще торік восени чув від представників 
«Блоку Петра Порошенка» та Адміністрації 
президента про те, що такий сценарій може 
реалізовуватися. Проте він не уточнив, від кого 
саме. 

НабБанковій ці звинувачення назвали «маячнею»: 
Банкова не давала подібних вказівок депутатам 
- про це в коментарі Радіо Свобода сказав 
завідувач відділу зв'язків зі ЗМІ департаменту 
інформаційної політики Адміністрації президента 
України Володимир Горковенко. 

«Про те, що хтось комусь забороняє, - це 
маячня. Розумієте, якщо немає що сказати, завжди 
треба посилатися не те, що винна Банкова. Ну, 
це наша українська традиція. «Невістка винна» - 
«Так її нема» - «Так спідниця висить», Так само i 
тут. Це гарний хід, який завжди використовують, 
коли немає аргументів», - говорить Горковенко. 

Він припускає, що такими заявами Соболєв 
намагається приховати своє невдале керівництво 
та нездатність організувати роботу депутатів. 

«Я навіть від самих членів цього комітету 
чув думку, що із комітету боротьби з корупцією 
він перетворився на комітет журналістських 
розслідувань. Що хтось приходить, щось знайшов, 
щось почув, щось побачив. Коли журналістська 
професія переходить до збору чуток і винесення 
їх на загальне обговорення, щоб легалізувати, то 
я можу зрозуміти позицію депутатів, які не хочуть 
бути легалізацією фейків», - сказав Горковенко. 

Із уст Лещенка звучить «цинічна брехня», 
стверджує інший учасник бійки, його колега у 
фракції Іван Мельничук. 

«Я, як член цього комітету, і члени фракції 
«Блоку Петра Порошенка», які з цього комітету, 
підійшли до нього і сказали: скажи, будь ласка, від 
кого з нас ти почув те, що опублікував. Вийшло, 
як вийшло. Він, звичайно, сказав, що може писати 
все, що захоче і де захоче. Тим більше, що це його 
сторінка. Дорогі чоловіки, треба відповідати за 
свої слова», - прокоментував ситуацію Мельничук. 

Інший  «прогульник» комітету Олег Барна 
виступив на боці Мельничука і заявив, що не 
отримував вказівок із Адміністрації президента. 

Після сутички спікер Андрій Парубій заявив, що 
чекає від регламентної о комітету пропозицій тро 
покарання депутатів за бійку. 


Мінські угоди - це лише «фіговий листок» - Ендрю Вілсон 


Віталій Єреміца, Радіо Свобода 

Мінські угоди вже не мають функції «дорожньої 
карти» для розв'язання конфлікту, а перетворилися 
на щось на кшталт «фігового листка». I хоча 
загалом за два роки від моменту підписання 
«Мінська-2» інтенсивність боїв спала, останні 
події в Авдіївці відкинули сторони в намаганнях 
уладнати ситуацію на два роки назад. Але наразі на 
тлі американсько-російського зближення замінити 
ці угоди немає чим, та й немає сенсу. Так оцінюють 
«Мінськ» європейські політологи та експерти. 

«Мінську» немає альтернативи - це офіційна 
позиція Заходу, яку за кожної нагоди повторюють і 
голова європейської дипломатії Федеріка Могеріні, 
представники євроустанов та лідери держав i 
урядів ЄС, На тлі другого року від дня підписання 
так званого «Мінська-2» експерти та аналітики 
з різних європейських центрів та організацій 
погоджуються в одному: відчутних результатів у 
реалізації цих угод немає, але немає й іншої бази 
для врегулювання військового протистояння на 
Донбасі. 

Водночас зустрічі Тристоронньої контактної 
групи у Мінську повинні тривати, вважає професор 


литовського Інституту міжнародних відносин 
Tomac Янелюнас. 
«Принаймні, вони підтримують переговори, 


виробляють нові напрямки для режиму тиші та 
пропонують, як сторонам слід було б поводитися, 
аби уникнути більших жертв, - пояснює 
литовський аналітик. - У цьому сенсі зустрічі в 
Мінську мають зміст. Однак донині переговірники 
багато в чому не розуміють один одного, немає 
ознак, що Росія припинить військову й політичну 
підтримку сепаратистів. Тому в них i немає 
потреби виконувати пункти Мінська щодо виборів 
та іншого». 

Співвітчизник  Янелюнаса, євродепутат від 
Литви Пятрас Ауштрявічус додає, що не думає, що 
треба шукати план «Б» чи альтернативу «Мінську». 

«Це добрі угоди, навіть якщо я не вірю, що 
вони будуть реалізовані, бо це означає багато для 
Росії. Це, насамперед, означає визнання кордонів 
між Україною та Росією, які наразі повністю 
порушені», - вважає парламентар. 


Останні події в Авдіївці засвідчили повний 
провал Мінських угод, тож, вочевидь, є сенс 
шукати інший спосіб врегулювання війни на 
Донбасі, каже Ендрю Вілсон, старший науковий 
співробітник британської Європейської ради з 
міжнародних відносин. 

«Мінські угоди більше не виконують функцій 
дорожньої карти, однак усе ще мають деяке 
застосування — як «фіговий листок», — каже він. — 
У перспективі було б, можливо, краще їх замінити, 
але не тепер. Можливо, нині, в широкому контексті 
російсько-американського зближення, для цього 
не найкращий момент». 

Вілсон розвиває свою думку: якщо за створення 
нового плану вирішення конфлікту візьмуться 
президенти США Дональд Трамп і Росії Владімір 
Путін, то для України це може стати не найкращим 
вирішенням. 

Коли у Мінську були підписані угоди щодо 
вирішення воєнного конфлікту на Сході України, 
то початкова мета була така: ухвалити терміновий 
план для припинення активної фази обстрілів, 
які принесли велику кількість жертв і серед 
військових, і серед населення. Як зауважує експерт 
брюссельського Центру європейської політики 
Поль Іван, хоча за останні два роки інтенсивність 
обмінів обстрілами з значно з зменшилася й 
деякою мірою стабілізувалася, та останні тижні 
продемонстрували, що навіть ця мета не була 
повністю досягнута. 

Однак перспективу, скажімо, «Мінська-3» 
або якогось іншого формату спрогнозувати дуже 
складно, каже Поль Іван. 

«Складно уявити, що сепаратисти й Росія 
допустять проведення чесних та вільних 
виборів на Донбасі, а це один із пунктів угод, 
- вважає брюссельський експерт. - До того ж, 
останніми тижнями обидві сторони стягують 
до лінії розмежування важку техніку. Тому слід 
розпочинати з того, що було два роки тому: 
припинити обстріли й відвести важке озброєння». 

Експерт резюмує: складно уявити початок 
якихось нових ініціатив чи переговорів щодо 
нових угод, доки ці два пункти залишатимуться 
нереалізованими. 
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Tillerson tells Lavrov U.S. expects 
Russia to meet Ukraine commitments 


(RFE/RL)—U:S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 
has told his Russian counterpart that the Kremlin must 
adhere to its commitments on Ukraine if there is to be 
cooperation between Moscow and President Donald 
Trump’s administration. 

Speaking on February 16 after talks in Bonn with 
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, Tillerson said the 
United States was ready to work with Russia “when 
we can find areas of practical cooperation that will 
benefit the American people.” 

But the U.S. secretary of state said “where we do 
not see eye-to-eye, the United States will stand up for 
the interests and values of America and her allies.” 

Tillerson also said that amid the “search for new 
common ground” by the Kremlin and Washington, 
Trump’s administration expects Russia “to honor 
its commitment to the Minsk agreements on eastern 
Ukraine and work to de-escalate violence in Ukraine.” 

Tillerson and Lavrov’s February 16 talks were on 
the sidelines of a Group of 20 (G20) meeting of for- 
eign ministers in Bonn, Germany. 

Lavrov said after the meeting that the two spoke 
about issues related to Syria, Ukraine, and Afghan- 
istan — and that they agreed they “must move ahead” 
where interests coincide. 

But he said that “all disagreements cannot be settled 
at once.” 

Lavrov also said he and Tillerson did not discuss 
the issue of sanctions imposed against Russia by the 
United States over the Kremlin’s intervention in east- 
ern Ukraine and its annexation of Ukraine’s Crimean 
Peninsula. 

The Russian foreign minister said he assumes there 
will be a meeting soon between Trump and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. 

But Interfax quoted an aide to Putin as saying that 
there was “no agreement or clear understanding” 
about a Putin-Trump meeting. 

While the top diplomats from Moscow and Wash- 
ington were meeting in Bonn, the top two military of- 
ficers from the United States and Russia got together 


for face-to-face talks in Baku, Azerbaijan. 

The meeting between General Joseph Dunford, 
the chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, and his 
counterpart, Russian General Valery Gerasimov, focused 
on what Dunford’s office described as “the current state 
of U.S.-Russian military relations and the importance of 
consistent and clear military-to-military communication 
to prevent miscalculation and potential crises.” 

Russia’s Defense Ministry said after the Baku talks 
that the two generals had agreed on a course aimed at 
easing tensions between their countries. 

It also said Gerasimov and Dunford had agreed to 
continue contacts. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin said earlier on Feb- 
ruary 16 that Russia and the United States would benefit 
from restoring communications between their intelli- 
gence agencies to bolster the fight against terrorism. 

“It’s in everyone’s interest to restore dialogue be- 
tween the intelligence agencies of the United States 
and other members of NATO,” Putin told Russia’s 
Federal Security Service (FSB), in televised remarks 
at a meeting of the service in Moscow. 

“It’s absolutely clear that in the area of counter- 
terrorism all relevant governments and international 
groups should work together,” Putin said. 

Relations between the United States and Rus- 
sia sunk to post-Cold War lows and many ties were 
broken after Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea in 
2014 and as a result of Moscow’s ongoing support of 
separatist fighters in eastern Ukraine. 

U.S. Defense Secretary Jim Mattis said on February 
16 after a Brussels meeting of NATO defense minis- 
ters that the United States is not “in a position right 
now to collaborate on a military level” with Russia. 

Mattis said “political leaders will engage and try to 
find common ground or a way forward where Rus- 
sia is living up to its commitments, will return to a 
partnership of sorts here with NATO. But Russia is 
going to have to prove itself first and live up to the 
commitments they have made in the Russia-NATO 


agreement.” 


Trump blasts media over ‘Russian connection’ 


(RFE/RL)—U:S. President Don- 
ald Trump has said on Twitter that 
“Crimea was taken by Russia” dur- 
ing the administration of his pre- 
decessor, Barack Obama, and added, 
“Was Obama too soft on Russia?” 

In a series of tweets on Febru- 
ary 15 two days after he called for 
and accepted the resignation of 
national security adviser Michael 
Flynn amid questions over Flynn’s 
contacts with the Russian ambas- 
sador to Washington in December, 
Trump also lashed out at the media. 

“The fake news media is going 
crazy with their conspiracy theor- 
ies and blind hatred,” Trump said 
on Twitter. “This Russian connec- 
tion non-sense is merely an attempt 
to cover-up the many mistakes 
made in Hillary Clinton’s losing 
campaign.” 

The tweets followed a February 
14 report in The New York Times 
that quoted current and former 
U.S. officials as saying members 
of Trump’s campaign and other as- 
sociates had contacts with Russian 
intelligence officials in the months 
before the November 2016 presi- 
dential election. 

“The real scandal here is that 
classified information is illegally 
given out by ‘intelligence’ like 
candy. Very un-American!” Trump 
tweeted. 

Russia seized control of Crimea 
from Ukraine in March 2014, after 
sending in troops and staging a ref- 
erendum denounced as illegal by 
the United States and a total of 100 
countries in the UN General As- 
sembly. 

White House spokesman Sean 
Spicer said on February 14 that 
Trump had “made it very clear” 
that he expects Russia to “return 
Crimea” and reduce violence in 
eastern Ukraine, where a war be- 
tween government forces and Rus- 
sia-backed separatists has killed 


more than 9,750 people since April 
2014. 

Russian President Vladimir Pu- 
tin’s spokesman responded to that 
remark in a conference call with re- 
porters on February 15, saying that 
Moscow will not discuss the re- 
turn of Crimea to Ukraine with the 
United States or any other country. 

Spokesman Dmitry Peskov re- 
ferred to Crimea as Russian terri- 
tory, saying that “Russia never dis- 
cusses issues related to its territor- 
ies with foreign partners, including 
the United States.” 

Peskoy said that Trump did not 
raise the issue of Crimea in his 
January 28 telephone conversation 
with Putin. 

He also dismissed The New York 
Times report that said Trump as- 
sociates had contacts with Russian 
intelligence officials ahead of the 
U.S. election, claiming it was “not 
based on any facts.” 

“Let’s not believe anonymous in- 
formation,” Peskov said. 

The Kremlin spokesman also re- 
sponded to U.S. media reports that 
quoted U.S. officials as saying that 
Russia has deployed cruise mis- 
siles in violation of the Intermedi- 
ate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) 
Treaty, a 1987 pact between Mos- 
cow and Washington. 

“Russia has been and remains 
committed to its international com- 
mitments, including to the treaty in 
question,” Peskov said. 

“Nobody has formally accused 
Russia of violating the treaty,” he 
said. 

More broadly, Peskov said that it 
was too early to talk about the “nor- 
malization” of ties between Russia 
and the United States, as Trump’s 
administration was still being built. 

Both Trump and Putin have ex- 
pressed hope that relations between 
the United States and Russia will 
improve during Trump’s admin- 


istration, and both have called in 
particular for closer cooperation 
against terrorism. 

Ties have been badly strained by 
rancor over issues including Rus- 
sia’s interference in Ukraine, its 
role in the war in Syria, and what 
U.S. intelligence agencies say was 
a hacking and propaganda campaign 
to meddle in the U.S. presidential 
election with the aim of undermin- 
ing the United States, discrediting 
Democratic Party candidate Hillary 
Clinton, and helping Trump. 

In addition to the sanctions im- 
posed in December, the Obama 
administration imposed successive 
rounds of sanctions on Russia over 
its seizure of Crimea and actions in 
eastern Ukraine. 

Trump suggested during the elec- 
tion campaign that he would con- 
sider easing sanctions and possibly 
even recognizing Crimea as Russian, 
but members of his administration 
have said since his inauguration that 
Crimea belongs to Ukraine. 

His ambassador to the United 
Nations, Nikki Haley, said on Feb- 
тиагу 3 that the United States “con- 
tinues to condemn and call for an 
immediate end to the Russian oc- 
cupation of Crimea,” and that “Cri- 
mea-related sanctions will remain 
in place until Russia returns control 
over the peninsula to Ukraine.” 
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More scrutiny needed on 
Trump’s Russia connection 


Despite some positive indicators, the policy of the presidential admin- 
istration of Donald Trump towards Ukraine and Russia, still remains in- 
consistent and murky. : 

As this issue went to press February 16, U.S. Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson had just emerged from a meeting with Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov on the sideline of the Group of 20 (G20) meeting of for- 
eign ministers in Bonn, Germany and told reporters Trump’s administra- 
tion expects Russia “to honor its commitment to the Minsk agreements on 
eastern Ukraine and work to de-escalate violence in Ukraine.” 

But beyond that, no real specifics were given and, according to Lav- 
roy, the issue of sanctions imposed against Russia by the United States 
over the Kremlin’s intervention in eastern Ukraine and its annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula, were not discussed 

Significantly, this was the first time Tillerson even commented publicly 
on relations with Russia since assuming his position two weeks earlier. 

While Tillerson remains tight-lipped, Trump himself exacerbates the 
situation by shooting straight from the lip — either in interviews with 
the media or with his celebrated 3am tweets. And this is compounded by 
his total unpredictability. Ukrainians were initially encouraged when, on 
February 2, he told Ukrainian opposition politician Yulia Tymoshenko 
at the National Prayer Breakfast in Washington he intended to keep the 
sanctions imposed upon Russia in place. The next day, his ambassador to 
the United Nations, Nikki Haley, said that the United States “continues 
to condemn and call for an immediate end to the Russian occupation of 
Crimea,” and that “Crimea-related sanctions will remain in place until 
Russia returns control over the peninsula to Ukraine.” 

But then, three days later, in an interview with Fox News, Trump once 
again defended Vladimir Putin against accusations that he is a killer, say- 
ing: “We’ve got a lot of killers. What, do you think our country’s so inno- 
cent?” This sparked total outrage — even among Republicans — as Trump 
appeared to be lumping the United States in the same boat as Russia. And 
in that same interview, when asked about the war in Donbas, he made the 
incredible statement that: “We do not know exactly about what is happen- 
ing there.” 

February 13 National Security Adviser Michael Flynn, one of the big- 
gest pro-Putin sycophants in the presidential administration, resigned his 
position after only 24 days when it was revealed he had discussed sanc- 
tions against Russia with the Russian ambassador to the United States, 
Sergei Kislyak, undercutting public statements by both Flynn and Vice 
President Mike Pence that the conversations did not touch on sanctions. 

But Flynn’s resignation only leads to further questions. According to 
Page Pate, an adjunct professor of law at the University of Georgia, Flynn 
may have broken two laws — the Logan Act and the crime of making 
false statements. The Logan Act makes it a crime for a private citizen to 
communicate with a foreign government. Flynn is guilty of violating the 
Logan Act if he (1) had communication with a foreign government; (2) 
with the intent to influence that foreign government, (3) while being a 
U.S. citizen without the authority to engage in diplomatic discussions on 
behalf of the United States. 

The other question here is did Trump know what Flynn was doing and 
did he give Flynn instructions to proceed. This, his continued praise of 
Putin, his refusal to acknowledge that Russians hacked into the comput- 
ers of the Democratic National Committee in order to influence the elec- 
tion, and many other issues, all point to the fact that there needs to be 
much more scrutiny regarding his relations with Russia and much more 
openness and clarity as to which direction his administration is moving in 

on this most critical matter of global security. 
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By Alexander J. Motyl 

(Atlantic Council)—The case against providing 
lethal weapons to Ukraine has rested on a simple 
argument: If the United States provides arms to Kyiv, 
Moscow will escalate the war in eastern Ukraine. The 
Kremlin would up the ante with even more arms or 
intensify its military pressure on Ukraine. According 
to this logic, since escalation benefits no one except 
Russia, providing arms to Ukraine must be a bad idea. 

The logic of this argument was always suspect; it 
rested on the assumption that Moscow was responding 
to Ukrainian or Western initiatives in Crimea and the 
Donbas. Accordingly, Ukraine threatened Russian in- 
terests by opting for democracy and the West — and 
poor Russia had no choice but to respond with vio- 
lence. The West expanded NATO — and poor Russia 
had no choice but to invade Ukraine. That Ukraine’s 
Euromaidan Revolution was not directed against 
Russia and that Russia’s aggression turned Ukraine 
against it is conveniently ignored in this account. So, 
too, is the fact that NATO was moribund (until Putin’s 
war revived it) and never expressed a serious interest 
in Ukraine’s membership. 

Recent events have made these arguments moot. 

A few weeks ago, Russia escalated its artillery 
strikes against Ukraine in the town of Avdiyivka. 
Ukraine’s few creeping advances were far too small 
and far too few to have provoked such a dispropor- 
tionately savage attack, which was the Kremlin’s way 
of signaling to the Trump Administration that it can 
do whatever it likes, whenever it likes in its supposed 
sphere of influence. 

And then, just a few days ago, a Russian tele- 
vision program confirmed what Ukraine has always 
claimed—that the separatists in the Donbas have 
some 700 tanks. Since they had only a handful in 
2014, the tanks must have come from Russia, which 
alone shares a border with the eastern Donbas. Natur- 
ally, the Kremlin denies any such thing, but its denials 
are as laughable as they are absurd. 

Both these items testify to one thing: that Russia has 


Arm Ukraine now 


Commentary 


been upping the ante with more arms or personnel or 
by intensifying its military pressure on Ukraine re- 
gardless of what the West and Ukraine do. The Krem- 
lin escalates, not because it is reacting to Western or 
Ukrainian moves, but because it has its own imper- 
ialist agenda vis-a-vis Ukraine and the countries of 
its “near abroad.” Ukrainian independence, like Bela- 
rusian or Baltic independence, is all the provocation 
Putin’s Russia needs. 

Imagine now that the United States or some Euro- 
pean countries were to provide Ukraine with lethal 
weapons. Would Russia respond? Probably. But the 
catch is that Russia would have escalated even if no 
lethal weapons had been provided to Ukraine. 

Arming Ukraine enhances its ability to defend it- 
self, even if Russia escalates—precisely because we 
know that Russia will escalate regardless of whether 
Ukraine has Western weapons or not. 

Here’s a concrete example. 

Imagine that the United States were to provide 
Ukraine with 700 anti-tank missiles and that Russia 
were to send another 700 in “response.” Under which 
conditions would Ukraine be better able to deter a 
Russian assault? If Ukraine has no Western missiles 
and Russia has 700 tanks or if Ukraine has 700 West- 
ern missiles and Russia has 1,400 tanks? In the latter 
instance, of course. In the former case, Russia could 
overrun Ukraine with no losses. In the latter, it would 
have to think twice about losing 700 tanks. 

So, arm Ukraine now. Peace will come to eastern 
Ukraine only after Russia and its tyrannical president 
decide they want peace. But the chances of violence 
can be decreased if Ukraine has the wherewithal to 
defend itself against Russian violence. 

Alexander J. Motyl is a professor of political sci- 
ence at Rutgers University-Newark, specializing on 
Ukraine, Russia, and the former USSR. Russia 


For Ukrainian Canadians, another 
self-delusional leap of faith 


First, we jump indiscriminately to embrace the de- 
tritus heap and then we feel betrayed! 

Just a tiny hint of possible Ukrainian blood in a pol- 
itician’s veins (mother’s parents) and the Ukrainian 
community, particularly in Eastern Canada, kneels in 
homage and adoration. 

The Ukrainian community in Canada is jumping 
with joy that Chrystia Freeland has been appointed 
Foreign Affairs minister by the very Prime Minister 
who wants to “sweeten up” relations with Russia, de- 
spite Crimea and all Vlad’s murdering that still goes 
on in Eastern Ukraine. The community isn’t even tak- 
ing a moment to reflect on what she is saying, as re- 
ported in the January 19 — February, 2017 issue of the 
Ukrainian News: “As the Prime Minister has said, I 
know Russia well. I lived in Moscow for four years 
(what a lengthy period!) and really, really enjoyed it. 
I have a really deep love for the Russian language and 
Russian culture. І am a very strong supporter of our 
government’s view that it is important to engage with 
all countries around the world very much, including 
Russia and so I feel with my background in Russia I 
am going to be well positioned to be a member of our 
government’s engagement there.” 

And what would be the nature of the engagement? 

Notice the “as with every country” and the love for 
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all things Russian. A victory in the Canadian-Euro- 
pean trade deal despite Wallonia has made her cocky 
and we’re joining right in with her. 

This lady is as smart as a fox. Her achievements 
including a Harvard Bachelor of Arts degree in Rus- 
sian history and literature (note, not Ukrainian) and 
“Slavic studies” (whatever that may be) as a Rhodes 
scholar at Oxford makes her a very good candidate in 
Trudeau’s cabinet. He needs someone that will pull 
in votes rather than smile herself silly with inane an- 
swers to important Canadian policy questions. She 
draws Ukrainian votes and can, and perhaps has al- 
ready, outsmarted the average voter drooling over 
Canada’s alleged support for Ukraine. 

Ukrainian history is full of this kind of delusional en- 
thusiasm. Haven’t we learned anything from our past? 

Are we really that gullible and easily led by self- 
serving Liberals? Do we really believe these slick, 
foxy shenanigans are for the good of Ukraine and not 
for a chance at being the next Prime Minister? 

Isn’t it more intelligent to see how the team plays 
before we see the game as a win? 

Jayne Buryn, Edmonton, Alberta 


Trudeau unlikely to renew Operation Unifier 


Re: Extend and expand Operation Unifier 

Trudeau hit the ground running undoing everything 
Harper did. Any reason to expect him to continue with 
Operation Unifier? Of course, I hope he will, but it’s 
rather doubtful given what we have seen to date. 

Canada had a strong leader who was able to not 
only understand Vladimir Putin but also to stand up to 
him, and had the ability to get other world leaders to 
follow his lead. 


If he was still Canada’s Prime Minister, there would 
be no need to lobby the government to extend Project 
Unifier. 

Yet many in our community worked hard to ensure 
he didn’t get re-elected. 

Well now they can enjoy the fruits of their labour, 
and get to work lobbying the new Prime Minister in 
whom they (mis)placed all their faith. 

Paulette MacQuarrie, Nanaimo, BC 
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Poroshenko 


should stop 


calling Russia’s war an "АТО" 


By Taras Kuzio, Kyiv Post, Feb. 9, 2017 

Russia’s three-year military aggression against 
Ukraine has been camouflaged by co-conspirators 
President Petro Poroshenko, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and the West who have continued to 
define it as an “ATO” — an anti-terrorist operation — 
and not what it really is: a war. 

Terrorism kills far fewer people than the war in the 
Donbas. 

Over three decades in Northern Ireland, only 3, 
000 soldiers, police, terrorists and civilians died. In 
Ukraine, in only three years the United Nations has 
calculated that 10,000 civilians have been killed 
(which I believe is an underestimate) and at least 
10,000-15, 000 Ukrainian soldiers and volunteers, 
Russian soldiers and nationalists and local separatists. 

With a combined military and civilian casualty rate 
of close to 30,000 (German intelligence calculates a 
higher figure of 50, 000) it is immoral to describe the 
war as an “ATO.” 

Poroshenko has three reasons for continuing to 
pretend the war is an “ATO.” 

The first is because it allows him and his oligarchic 
allies to continue to make profits from the corrupt trade 
with the separatist-held areas and Crimea. Describing 
the war as an “ATO” allows Poroshenko and Prime 
Minister Volodymyr Hroysman to give excuses for not 
doing reforms while at the same time enabling them to 
continue corrupt practices. Vox Ukraine reported last 
month that not a single reform had been carried out 
while Transparency International’s newly published 
Corruption Perception Index showed that Ukraine 
is fifth from the bottom of the 15 former Soviet 
republics. How absurd it is it that all five members 
of the Eurasian Economic Union have lower rates of 
corruption than European Union Associate Agreement 
member Ukraine. How absurd it is it that all five 
members of the Eurasian Economic Union have lower 


rates of corruption than European Union Associate 
Agreement member Ukraine. 


The second is that an “ATO” prevents the need to 
draw up strategies to deal with a real war situation 
and plans for retuming Ukrainian sovereignty over 
the Crimea and Russian-controlled territories of the 
Donbas. 

The third is to ensure control of Ukraine’s war 
remains in the hands of the Security Service of 
Ukraine, or SBU, an institution which was infiltrated 
by Russian intelligence, is overmanned and corrupt. 
Importantly, Poroshenko controls the SBU. Britain, 
with 20 million more people than Ukraine, has 6, 000 
intelligence officers compared to Ukraine’s 34, 000. 

The West prefers to continue to publicly use the 
pretense of an “ATO” rather than a war because 
it then does not have to do anything and can forget 
about it. The West’s official position is that the West 
cannot send Ukraine defensive military equipment 
while they are waiting for the Minsk agreement to be 
implemented. 

This stance leads to the West ignoring its moral 
responsibilities under the 1994 Budapest Memorandum 
and 1997 NATO Charter on a Distinctive Partnership 
with Ukraine, two documents which enshrined support 
for Ukraine’s security and territorial integrity. 

The failure of the US and Britain to provide security 
assurances under the Budapest Memorandum gives 
Ukraine the moral right to seek an alternative avenue 
for security through NATO membership. Poroshenko 
had every opportunity to hold a referendum on NATO 
membership at any time in the last 
three years. In Putin’s case he can have his cake and 
at the same time eat it by being both the aggressor and 
the peacemaker. The Minsk Accords and designation 
of the war as an “ATO” ignores Russia’s occupation 
of the Crimea while not legally challenging Putin over 
Russia’s occupation of the separatist areas. 

Following the Minsk-1 Accords, Putin established 
Russia’s complete dominance over the economic, 
financial and security aspects of the separatist in blatant 
violation of what he had signed. He transformed the 
areas into pseudo-states dependent upon Russia for 
70-90 percent of their financing, creating a Russian 
shadow government only four months after the 
September 2014 Minsk-1 Accords. Two months after 
the signing of the Minsk-2 Accords, Russia introduced 
rubles as the main currency in its part of the Donbas. 


Between Minsk 1 and Minsk 2, Putin also built a 
40,000-member separatist army commanded by senior 


Russian officers. It’s bigger than half of the armies of 


NATO’s 28 members. 

Poroshenko’s continued unwillingness to describe 
what is taking place in the Donbas as a Russian- 
Ukrainian war and not wishing to define the Donbas 
separatist territories as occupied by Russia has two 
negative consequences. 

The first is that it again shows that politicians are 
not being truthful to their citizens and therefore are 
not treating them with respect. Opinion polls show 
that an overwhelming majority of Ukrainians (80 
percent) believe their country is at war with Russia 
and a majority believe there are Russian occupation 
troops in Ukraine. Three-quarters of Ukrainians have 
negative views of Putin, the State : 
Duma and Russian government and they describe 
Russia as the “aggressor state.” 

A second negative outcome is that the phony 
definition of the war as an “ATO” leads to a false sense 
of detachment of Ukrainians from the terrible conflict 
that is taking place in Avdiyivka and elsewhere on the 
Donbas front line. Walking around Kyiv, one does not 
get a sense of a country at war. 

Continuing to describe the war as an “ATO” also 
makes Ukrainian leaders look weak and deceitful 
in the eyes of international organizations. Both the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and 
the International Criminal Court have described what 
is taking place in the Donbas as a war. The ICC ruling 


in November reported that “the situation in the Crimea 


and Sevastopol is equivalent to the international 
armed conflict between Ukraine and the Russian 
Federation.” The ICC described the situation in Crimea 


as an occupation by Russian forces and concluded 


that Ukraine’s detention of Russian military personnel 
“points to direct military engagement between Russian 
armed forces and Ukrainian government forces that 
would suggest the existence of an international armed 
conflict.” 

In Washington D.C., similar questions were raised 
by members of Congress to ex-Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko during her recent visit. 

There are five steps that need to be taken. 


Firstly, Poroshenko should have the courage to 
describe the separatist territories in the same way as 
PACE did last year — as a “hybrid annexation” which 


together with the illegal annexation of Crimea “is 
unacceptable from the standpoint of international law. 
“After three years of Russian aggression, it is time 
for Ukraine’s president to declare that the separatist 
areas of Donbas, together with the Crimea, are under 
“temporary Russian occupation.” By declaring these 
enclaves to be under Russian occupation, Ukraine 
sends a clear signal to the outside world that Putin is 
a liar when he says this is a “civil war” and that there 
are no Russian troops on Ukrainian soil. 


Secondly, to redefine the conflict as a war rather 


than an “ATO” and following this through by 
declaring martial law in the combat zone. This would 
take running the war out of the hands of the SBU. 

Thirdly, declare that in the light of the evidence 
presented above, Poroshenko has no confidence 
that the Russian president will be ever interested in 
fulfilling the Minsk accords. Western experts such as 
former U.S. State Department official David Kramer 
have long argued that the Minsk accords should be 
recognized as a failure. 

This view is also argued by parliamentary deputies 
such as Heorhiy Nemyrya. 

Finally, it is time to take the moral ground and end 
all Ukrainian trade with the Crimea and Russian- 
occupied Donbas because we should not trade with 
the occupiers of Ukrainian lands. 

The president of Ukraine has two choices. 

The first is to find the courage to tell the truth about 
the Russian-Ukrainian war and adopt the above four 
steps. 

Alternatively, he can call pre-term elections to allow 
another leader to show the same level of courage as 
soldiers and volunteers on the front line. It is time to 
publicly admit inside Ukraine and abroad that Russia 
is at war with Ukraine. 

Taras Kuzio is a senior research fellow at the Canadian 
Institute of Ukrainian Studies, University of Alberta. 


The United бажані 
abandons Ukraine 


By Maxim Eristavi, The Washington Post, February 3, 2017 

The citizens of Ukraine have never had any illusions about the inter- 
national community’s willingness to take their side in their bloody con- 
flict with Russia. Ukrainians collectively roll their eyes whenever one 
of their well-meaning friends abroad expresses “grave concern” about: 
Moscow’s aggression, because those fine-sounding words are so rarely 
followed by concrete actions. 

But at least they knew they could count on the Americans. Ukraine 
and the United States have enjoyed friendly relations for a good 25 years 
now. And over for the past two years — ever since Moscow seized and 
occupied the Ukrainian territory of Crimea, and then launched its inva- 
sion of the country’s eastern territories shortly thereafter — Ukrainians 
always saw Washington as their most important diplomatic ally. That 
was especially true when it came to maintaining and imposing sanctions 
aimed at holding the Russian military in check. 

Now that long-standing alliance appears to be over. On Jan. 28, 
President Trump spoke on the phone with his Russian counterpart, Vladi- 
mir Putin. The conversation, by all accounts, was marked by an air of 
friendship and conciliation. In the hours that followed, the fighting in 
eastern Ukraine suddenly spiked. The number of explosions tracked by 
monitors from the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) skyrocketed from 420 on Jan. 26 to 10,330 on Jan. 31, the sharp- 
est increase ever recorded by the observers. Targeted attacks on civilian 
infrastructure have left potentially hundreds of thousands of people in the 
region without water even as they face temperatures well below freez- 
ing. Ukraine now confronts a major humanitarian crisis, as thousands of 
civilians in the government-controlled town of Avdiyivka huddle in the 
dark and cold under intense shelling by combined Russian and separatist 
forces. 

This appalling situation prompted a public outcry from several coun- 
tries. But as the fighting escalated, many Ukrainians were desperately 
waiting for a strong statement of support from their biggest ally, the 
United States. It never came — at least not in the form they were hoping 
for. 

Few in Kyiv ever really had illusions that the new USS. president would 
continue his predecessor’s policy of criticizing and constraining Russia 
for violating their country’s territorial integrity. Many Ukrainians had 
suspicions about Trump. For many years, Trump associates earned big 
money in Ukraine by lending their skills as consultants and advisers to 
the spectacularly corrupt ex-president Viktor Yanukovych. As a candi- 
date, Trump made his sentiments amply clear by refusing to meet Ukrain- 
ian President Petro Poroshenko and demonstrating his admiration for Pu- 
tin. 

Even so, the break between the two allies came much faster than any- 
one in Ukraine had expected — and at the worst possible moment. 

It took the State Department almost two days to come up with a reac- 
tion to the escalating violence. Finally, on Jan. 31, a spokesman in Wash- 
ington issued a shockingly bleak statement that didn’t mention Russia 
once. This is a drastic departure from the previous language used by the 
United States, which was notable for exposing and acknowledging Mos- 
cow’s predominant role in the conflict. 

The U.S. Embassy in Kyiv, meanwhile, limited itself to a single tweet 
expressing concem about children trapped in the fighting. During the 
crisis of 2014-16, Ukrainians had come to view the embassy as a mes- 
saging powerhouse offering round-the-clock statements of support. Now, 
it’s true enough that Ukraine’s political elites cheered a surprisingly’ 
strong statement from the U.S. mission to the OSCE blaming Russia for 
the escalation; it was published a few hours before the State Department 
reaction. But it soon became clear that this message was a lonely excep- 
tion, perhaps representing a last desperate act by.some U.S. official intent 
on sticking to the old course. 

Ukrainians took heart from the statement by the Trump administra- 
tion’s new ambassador to the United Nations, Nikki Haley, who de- 
nounced “the aggressive actions of Russia” and pledged to keep sanc- 
tions in place until Moscow pulls out of Crimea. But it is all too evident 
in Kyiv that her sentiments are not shared by the one man who counts. 
Only strong words from the State Department or the White House itself 
would be enough to undo the damage at this point, and Ukrainians aren’t 
holding their breath. 

In any case, the United States’ refusal to take a decisive stance on the 
violence in eastern Ukraine sends a clear signal to Kyiv: The friendship is 
over. And it doesn’t really matter whether the shift is the result of skillful 
Kremlin maneuvering or some sort of concessions offered by the Trump 
administration out of public view. The United States’ reaction to the latest 
carnage in eastern Ukraine offers a disturbing snapshot of the new geo- 
political reality that is now taking shape. 

U.S. disinterest also enables radicals within the Ukrainian political 
elite by removing all constraints on their behavior, too. Some members of 
parliament recently traveled to the front line to join far-right paramilitar- 
ies in enforcing an illegal “economic blockade” of the occupied territor- 
ies. The sudden evaporation of strong international support for Ukraine 
has brought crucial reforms to a halt as corrupt elites suddenly don’t feel 
any pressure to deliver on the conditions tied to Western aid packages. 

The end of the U.S.-Ukraine alliance will also have a terrible effect 
on civil society, which remains crucial to the country’s continuing trans- 
formation. It’s nearly impossible to count all the times in the past three 
years when pressure from the U.S government, often low-profile, helped 
activists to deflect attacks on independent journalists; to protect lesbian, 
gay, bisexual or transgender (LGBT) people; or to push forward urgently 
needed reforms. 

All this should provide some idea of the damage Trump’s policies are 
already causing in Ukraine. And I suspect that our country won’t be the 
only one affected. 


Cont. from P. 1 


“During the Orange Revolution, I found 
out, you know, that this country has suffered 
too much and that no one has ever done a 
film about the Holodomor,’ Bachynsky- 
Hoover said. 

In 2008, three years after moving to Kyiv 
full-time, he had enough pieces to begin 
shopping his film idea to Ukrainian govern- 
ment officials, seeking financing. 

The government of then-Prime Minister 
Viktor Yanukovych had no interest, he said, 
nor did any of the wealthy Ukrainian busi- 
nessmen he approached. 

In 2011, Bachynsky-Hoover said he ap- 
proached Ian Ihnatowycz, a Toronto-based 
investor whose parents fled Lviv during 
World War II and emigrated to Canada in 
. 1948. He committed to financing production 

of the $21 million film in its entirety. 

“This was an opportunity, and there was a 
strong reason to make the West aware of the 
atrocities that Stalin had committed, and J 
thought it was particularly important to give 
the typical Western movie viewer some con- 


Soviet Union. 


text about modern-day Ukraine and the situa- 
tion that Ukraine faces,” Ihnatowycz said. 

The following year, Mendeluk said, he 
was contacted by Bachynsky-Hoover. With 
Thnatowycz’s financial backing, Mendeluk 
agreed to do the film. 

The screenplay went through 12 different 
scripts before the writers settled on a final 
version, and filming began in the summer 
of 2013, Mendeluk said. Many of the key. 
scenes of Ukrainian countryside and bucolic 
villages were filmed on the grounds of an 
outdoor ethnographic museum in Pyrohiv, a 
village located 45 minutes from Kyiv. 

Oleksandr Pecherytsia, a Ukrainian actor 
who plays a peasant and best friend of the 
main hero, said he felt a special obligation 
in appearing the film. The stories it tells, 
he said, are the same stories that a dwin- 
dling number of older Ukrainians remember 
firsthand. 

«І know about the Holodomor not from 
books but from the stories of my grandpar- 
ents, who were forced to roam from one re- 
gion to another,” he said. “Ukraine had the 
most fertile land, everybody bought its corn, 
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А love story set amid the Holodomor hits the big screen 


and suddenly there was famine in Ukraine.” 

The subject of the famine of 1932-33, 
which struck many grain-producing areas 
of the Soviet Union, is fraught with contro- 
versy when it comes to Ukraine. The wide- 
spread belief there — held furtively during 
the Soviet era and aired openly after in- 
dependence in 1991 — is that famine was 
man-made, engineered by the Politburo 
under Stalin’s leadership to bring independ- 
ence-minded Ukrainians to heel. 

The result was that Ukrainians would suf- 
fer greater losses during the famine than any 
other Soviet republic. From 2.4 to 7.5 million 
Ukrainians died, depending on the source; 
some estimates push the toll even higher. 

The famine was downplayed by Soviet 
authorities, but in the Soviet Union’s dying 
days, historians began to talk more openly 
about the toll and its causes: To this day, 
however, officials in Russia have resisted la- 
beling it a man-made catastrophe. 

The policy was “that this was sort of a 
vague bland Soviet tragedy. You emphasize 
the Russian, Kazakhs also died rather than 
admitting something specific had happened 
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in Ukraine,” said Timothy Snyder, a Yale 
University historian and author of the 2010 
book Bloodlands: Europe Between Hitler 
And Stalin. 

In recent years, the Russian government 
under President Vladimir Putin has sought 
to publicly re-examine Soviet history — and 
Stalin in particular — at times glossing over 
some of its more horrific chapters. 

Culture Minister Vladimir Medinsky, 
for example, has condemned any critical 
examination of the Soviet period. In 2015, 
he panned a British film about a disgraced 
Soviet agent that had been dubbed into Rus- 
sian and was to be released in Russia. In a 
statement posted to the ministry’s website 
at the time, he sarcastically referenced the 
Ukrainian famine. 

“Everything in the film is in its place: 
Stalin arranges the Holodomor especially 
for Ukraine and kills 25,000 people every 
day; starving children eat their weaker class- 
mates; it is forbidden to investigate crimes 
in the Soviet Union because ‘we don’t have 
murders, they happen only under capital- 
ism,’” Medinsky wrote. 

In October of 2016, the Kremlin-backed 
news site Sputnik published a blunt opin- 
ion piece that asserted that the Holodomor 
was a hoax “invented by the West in close 
cooperation with Nazi Germany and рго- 
Nazi Ukrainian nationalists.” 

In Ukraine, the government under Yanuko- 
vych deemed the famine to be genocide 
in 2006, a conclusion now shared by two 
dozen other countries. The fourth Saturday 
of each November is officially observed as 
the Day In Memory Of The Victims Of The 
Holodomor. 

Despite the classification, there was no 
unanimity among members of the goy- 
егатепі. Yanukovych himself frequently 
downplayed any suggestion that the famine 
was engineered. His last education minister 
insisted the death toll was exaggerated, an- 
gering nationalists. 

That attitude has changed not only Бесатсе 


of the recent events in Ukraine. There's also 


greater recognition of the Holodomor and 
other tragedies, in part due to the broad reach 
of film and other artistic avenues. 

“We are starting to create the story,” 
Yevhen Nyshchuk, Ukraine’s culture min- 
ister, told RFE/RL. “The world community 
should know that Ukrainians lived through 
such a tragedy.” 

The film’s final shooting in Ukraine came 
as the country convulsed in turmoil. In Nov- 
ember 2013, Yanukovych, then president, 
spurned a trade agreement with the Ewo- 
pean Union for closer ties with Russia. That 
decision sparked four months of often-vio- 
lent protests in Kyiv’s center that culminated 
with Yanukovych’s ouster in February 2014. 

Mendeluk, who helped write the final 
version of the screenplay in addition to 
directing, said his crew, which also shot in 
England, did its final filming in February as 
protests raged in downtown Kyiv. 

He said he had to repeatedly remind his 
local crew not to focus on the shoot, not the 
demonstrations. Several regularly showed 
up to work smelling of burnt rubber, he said, 
from the tires set ablaze by protesters. 

All the main figures behind the film insist 
that the timing of its release is coincidental. 
As Bachynsky-Hoover said, the story was 
conceived of more than a decade ago. 

Still, Russia’s relationship with Ukraine 
— in 1933 or in 2017 — lurks in the back- 
ground. 

“Whatever the contemporary politics are, 
more than 3 million people starved to death in 
Soviet Ukraine, in horrifying circumstances. 
That is just the case,” said Snyder, who has 
not seen the film yet. “One can evaluate that 
in different ways. You can understand it in 
different ways.” 

But if the first impulse is to dismiss such 
stories as information warfare, “there’s just 
something inhuman in that,” he added. “I 
would say this: That it wouldn’t be a bad 
thing if Russians, Ukrainians, and others 
knew a bit more about what happened in the 
1930s.” 

RFE/RL Ukrainian Service correspondent 
Aliona Kachkan contributed to this report 
from Kyiv. 


Ukrainian Мемуз/Українські вісті, Feb 16 - March 1, 16 лютого 1 березня, 2017 


EU’s Juncker promises Ukraine 
600 million euros in aid 


(RFE/RL)—European Commis- 
sion chief Jean-Claude Juncker 
says the European Union will give 
Ukraine 600 million euros to bol- 
ster government finances. 

Juncker, speaking on February 
10 after talks with Ukraine Prime 
Minister Volodymyr Hroysman, 
said the country had pressed ahead 
with reforms despite difficult con- 


ditions and that the EU should now 


make good on its aid pledges. 

“We have a Strategic partner- 
ship with Ukraine and our future 
relations will develop along these 
lines,” he told reporters after the 
meeting. 

Hroysman said it was very im- 
portant to send a strong signal to 
Ukrainians that ties with the EU 
were “a positive result and would 
improve their lives.” 

Juncker also said he expects 
that visa liberalization for citizens 
of Ukraine, long sought by Kyiv, 
would be in place by the middle of 
the year. 

The EU and Ukraine have signed 


Ukrainian Prime Minister Volodymyr Hroysman (lefi) and European 
Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker hold a joint news conference 
in Brussels on February 10. 


an Association Agreement and a 
free-trade deal to bolster Ukraine’s 
struggling economy, with Brussels 
offering 3.4 billion euros in loans 
to help Kyiv balance public spend- 
ing. 

The EU has so far handed over 
22 billion euros, with disburse- 
ments tied to progress on political 


and economic reforms. 

Western governments and ana- 
lysts say that swifter, more thor- 
ough reforms would reduce the in- 
fluence of Russia, which seized the 
Crimean Peninsula in March 2014 
and backs separatists in a war that 
has killed more than 9,750 people 
since April 2014. 


i 


Top U.S. senator suggests empowering 
Trump officials who are tough on Russia 


By Carl Schreck 

(RFE/RL)—A top U.S. sen- 
ator has suggested lawmakers 
should empower officials in Don- 
ald Trump’s administration whose 
views on Russia diverge sharply 
from those voiced by the president. 


The statement by Bob Corker (Re- 
publican-Tennessee) during a Febru- 


ary 9 hearing of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, which he 
chairs, comes amid mounting bipar- 
tisan concern in Congress that Trump 
could soften Washington’s approach 
toward Moscow and President Vladi- 
mir Putin. 

Corker’s remarks came after 
Senator Chris Murphy (Demo- 
crat-Connecticut) criticized what 
he called “conflicting messages” 
about Russia from the administra- 
tion. Murphy pointed to Trump’s 
recent interview with Fox News 
in which he expressed skepticism 
about Russian support for separa- 
tists in eastern Ukraine. 

“Tn spite of the unfortunate state- 
ments that end up being made, І 
think there are folks within the ad- 
ministration that have a very, very 
different point of view, and I think us 
working with them to empower them 
to create policies that we would sup- 
port is something that we can play a 
role in doing,” Corker said. 

Corker did not specify which 
officials or statements he was talk- 


Bob Corker 


ing about. His spokesman, Chuck 
Harper, told RFE/RL that the re- 
mark “was general in nature.” 

Earlier in the hearing, which 
was devoted to Russia, Corker 
said he had “spent some time” 
with Trump’s secretary of state, 
Rex Tillerson, and “understanding 
the route he is planning to take to 
ratchet back what Russia is doing.” 

“J want to spend a little time 
making sure that what we do to 
strengthen his hand is appropriate, 
and I think you’re going to see a 
very different type of activity to- 
wards Russia,” Corker said. 

In his confirmation hearing last 
month, Tillerson said Russia was 
backing separatists in the conflict 
in eastern Ukraine, which has killed 
more than 9,750 people since April 
2014. Russia denies it is providing 


Mediator says warring sides 


such support, despite substantial 
evidence of its role in the conflict. 

Corker also joined the commit- 
tee’s ranking Democrat, Ben Cardin 
of Maryland, in criticizing com- 
ments made by Trump in the same 
Fox News interview after host Bill 
O’Reilly called Putin “a killer.” 
.*Phere аге а lof of killers. We’ve 
got a lot of killers. What do you 
think? Our country’s so innocent?” 
Trump said in the interview, broad- 
cast February 5. 

Corker told the hearing that he 
sees “no moral equivalence, none, 
between ourselves and the actions 
that Russia has taken” and that 
Trump’s comments do not reflect 
the views of “most members of the 
U.S. Senate.” 

The hearing was held one day 
after a bipartisan group of U.S. 
senators introduced legislation that 
would make it harder for Trump to 
lift sanctions against Russia that 
were imposed by his predecessor, 
Barack Obama. Those sanctions 
aimed to punish Russia for its ac- 
tions in Ukraine and its alleged 
meddling in the American presi- 
dential election last year. 
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agree to pull back heavy weapons 


(RFE/RL)—An international mediator says Ukraine’s warring sides 
have agreed to withdraw heavy weapons from the front line by February 
20 in line with the Minsk peace plan. 

Martin Sajdik, the lead negotiator on the Ukraine crisis for the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, said on February 
15 that Ukraine, Russia, and the Russia-backed separatists all agreed to 
the move after a fresh round of talks in the Belarusian capital, Minsk. 

The agreement comes after a surge in violence earlier this month left 
several dozen people dead around the town of Avdiyivka. 

Under the 2015 Minsk peace plan, the warring parties are supposed to 
withdraw their big guns to create a buffer zone along the front line. 

The Minsk agreement has been repeatedly violated by both sides and 
no progress has been made toward a political resolution of the conflict in 
the two years since it was signed. 

The conflict has cost more than 9,750 lives since 2014. 


Te 


10 
Авдіївське пекло. 


Борис Іванов, Євген Головін, 
Радіо Свобода 

Україна знову згадала, що 
таке активна війна. Це сло- 
во повернулося в обіг разом 
зі словом «Авдіївка». Лише у 
перші дні раптового загострення 
війна забрала життя дев'ятьох 
українських бійців. А 20 ти- 
сяч жителів опинилися на межі 
гуманітарної катастрофи. «Дон- 
бас.Реалії» розповість як воно: у 
30-градусний мороз зігріватися 
лише вогнем від артилерійських 
снарядів. 

На вулиці Молодіжній люд- 
но - батьки проводжають дітей. 
Їх відправляють в безпечне 
місце - санаторій «Святогірськ». 
Напередодні представники 
відділу освіти  обдзвонювали 
батьків і всі бажаючі могли запи- 
сатися. На ранок - сформували 
список зі 180 дітей. 

«Тут трохи страшно жити. 
Дуже стріляють і холодно», - 
каже школярка Віка Дубець, 
очікуючи відправлення автобуса. 

Батьки сподіваються, що там, 
на мирній території, діти таки 
зможуть продовжити навчання. 

Ті ж, хто не потрапив у пер- 
шу чергу евакуації, очікують в 
одному з пунктів обігріву. Ка- 
жуть, готові й почекати, аби 
лише виїхати. «Хоч вдома не 
буду трястися від цих стрільб», — 
пояснює місцева мешканка. 

Авдіївку трясе, починаючи з 
29 січня. Таких жарких зіткнень 
тут не пам'ятають із гарячо- 
го 2014 року. Втрати Збройних 
сил України щодня зростають. 
Натомість точних даних із проти- 
лежного боку немає. Українські 
військові кажуть: знищили не 
один десяток бойовиків. 
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Oleksandra 


Бойовики застосовують усе 
озброєння, що мають. І не важ- 
ливо - куди впаде. 

«Сьогодні вранці сепаратисти 
застосували «Град» - такого не 
було вже давно. Чотири пакети 
лягли на мої позиції і по насе- 
леному пункту Авдіївка», - за- 


значив заступник командира 
72-ї бригади ЗСУ Олександр Са- 
марський. 


Зранку в Авдіївці лунають ви- 
бухи «Градів» замість шкільного 
дзвоника. Воронки - по пери- 
метру лікарні. Після перших 
обстрілів важких пацієнтів, по- 
ранених, породіллю одразу ви- 
везли. 

«Вчора з пологового виписа- 
ли останню жінку з дитиною, 
напередодні було троє пологів», 
- розповідає виконувач обв'язків 
начмеда |  авдіївської лікарні 
Вікторія Нікулова. 

Тепер - черга на евакуацію 
«сердечників» і лежачих хво- 
рих - усе на плечах медиків- 
добровольців. Медики хоч і 
військові, однак значна частина 
їхньої роботи - з цивільними. Чи 
не найбільше їхньої допомоги 
тут потребують старенькі. 

Вікторія Нікулова каже: пра- 
цювати складно передусім через 
проблеми з опаленням та водою. 
«Опалення ніяке. І невідомо, що 
буде. Вода то надходить, то не 
надходить» — розповідає медик. 

В одній із палат - 12 днів як 
з інсультом лежить Віктор Тол- 
стой. Зізнається, їхати нікуди, 
тому від евакуації відмовився. 

«Лежиш і увесь час - лише 
«бух» та «бух». Хвилюєшся: 
а яка вдома ситуація? Може, 
туди вже щось потрапило?» - 
хвилюється чоловік. 
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Евакуація з авдіївської лікарні 


Хтозалишився, ахто поїхав? 


Без світла, тепла і води. 

Того ранку, коли бойовики 
випустили по Авдіївці близь- 
ко сотні снарядів із «Граду», 
прилетіло і на 9-й квартал. 

«Я вже думала, ну все, кінець. 
Як вискочили, давай швидше 
одягатися! У мене двоє онуків 
і дочка - всі в підвал», - згадує 
жителька Авдіївки Галина. 

Мирні мешканці переймають- 
ся питаннями - «чому» та «за 
що». Втім, замість відповідей — 
лише темрява і холод... 

Темні вікна в Авдіївці - це не 
світломаскування, а відсутність 
електрики. У дев'ятиповерхівці, 
яка прилягає до Старої Авдіївки, 
досі живуть кілька людей. Рай- 
он розташований біля тієї самої 
«промзони». Там бої точаться 
щоночі. 

А вранці Стара Авдіївка зно- 
ву збирає (зловісний врожай 
осколків. / Місцеві мешканці 
їх знаходять просто у себе на 
подвір'ях. 2 лютого в цьому 
районі загинула жінка: сховала- 
ся від обстрілу якраз туди, куди 
потім і прилетів снаряд. 

Взагалі під час обстрілу до 
Старої Авдіївки не заїхати. Тому 
з самого ранку тут волонтерсь- 
кий десант із хлібом і свічками 
- буквально «промінь світла в 
царстві темряви». 
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Кілька діб без світла, теп- 
ла 1 води - таким стало життя 
мешканців Авдіївки після чер- 
гового військового загострення. 
Щойно обстріли затихають - до 
роботи стають ремонтні брига- 
ди. 

Ремонтники повертають до жит- 


тя Авдіївку. 
Трохи тепла Авдіївці дає 
Коксохімічний завод: так, 


щоб труби не замерзли. Через 
обстріли завод скоротив вироб- 
ництво на дві третини. Тепер 
ледь вистачає коксового газу 
для власних потреб і підтримки 
міста. 

«Якщо ми зупинимося, гріти 
місто буде нікому. Люди бу- 
дуть змушені виїхати», — го- 
ворить директор - Авдіївського 
коксохімічного заводу Муса Ма- 
гомедов. і 

Однак їхати з Авдіївки жителі 
особливо i не хочуть. Навіть коли 
обстріли. Навіть ті, хто з дітьми. 

«Я вже була в санаторії. Опа- 
лення там немає. Потім за це 
плати. А з чого платити? Це ніби 
безкоштовно. Але лише спо- 
чатку, а потім кажуть, вугілля 
немає», — каже місцева мешканка 
Світлана Трухманова. 

Із кожним днем Авдіївка все 
більше нагадує місто в облозі. 
Черги за гуманітаркою зроста- 


PISbRAPCTEA 


Treasures of Ukrainian Wood Carvings 


Fine Art Exhibit and Sale 


> Apr і Ї апа 2s 2017 4 


Saturday: її am - 4 pm, Sunday : 12 noon-4 pm 
Offiaal Opening - Saturday, April § - 12:30 pm 


Stage Performences: 1-3 pm both days 
Pysanka Workshop: 1-4 pm both days $10 


Marusia’s Kitchen 


BCAHKHOANLH POFIPOA б 


UNF Hall. І0627:98 st Baron пасок of Edmonton, Alberta 


ють. Хоча не всі, хто прийшов, 
потребують допомоги. I не всі, 
хто потребують — прийшли. 

«Ну я не потребую, у мене 
руки є, ноги є. Чоловік працює, 
син працює. Я не останній шма- 
ток хліба доїдаю. Є люди, яким 
це більше потрібно. Краще б 
організували якусь допомогу до- 
дому: бабусям, дітям, списки б 
склали», - каже жителька міста. 

За три роки Авдіївка звикла до 
обстрілу. Хоч цього разу знову 
страшно, зізнаються місцеві. Од- 
нак кілька годин тиші - і війни 
ніби не було. Вулиці міста знову 
заполоняють люди. 

У день обстрілу Авдіївки в 
місто приїхала місія ОБСЄ. 
Було багато машин і солідних 
експертів: Визнали -стріянюеть 
з обох сторін. Однак запевни- 
ли: про місцевих не забули і 
приїжджатимуть й надалі. 

Наступного Ha бойовики 
обстріляли дорогу на Авдіївку. 
Ту, якою вранці евакуйовували 
дітей. 


Трамп "не 
знає", що 
відбувається 
на Донбасі 


(5 YA)—Y США ще не знають, 
що саме відбувається на Сході 
України, у реальній ситуації 
ще необхідно | розібратися. 
Про це президент Сполучених 
Штатів Дональд Трамп заявив у 
інтерв'ю телеканалу Fox News, 
повна версія якого була показана 
6 лютого, передає УНІАН. 

"Ми не знаємо напевно, що 
там відбувається", - зазначив 
глава Білого дому у відповідь 
на запитання журналіста Білла 
О"Рейлі, чи не ображений політик 
тим, що конфлікт на Сході України 
загострився з вини проросійських 
сил після його телефонної розмови 
з президентом РФ Владіміром 
Путіним. 

Америка, за словами Трампа, 
не знає, ким контролюються і 
чи контролюються взагалі сили, 
які беруть участь у бойових діях 
на Донбасі. Він пообіцяв: "Ми 
дізнаємося. Я здивуюся, але 
подивимося?". 

Як повідомляв 5S.UA, Трамп 
і Путін у телефонній розмові 
28 січня торкнулися "основних 
аспектів" ситуації в Україні. 
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Paul Grod, UCC President, with Arif Virani, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Minister of Canadian Heritage responsible for Multiculturalism, and 
Alexandra Chyczij, First Vice President. 


UCC launches Canada 
150 project celebrating 
Canada’s diversity 


(UCC National)—The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) is pleased 
to announce the launch of its project, Celebrating the Strength of Can- 
ada’s Diversity: Youth Engaging Youth. The project is undertaken with 
the financial support of the Government of Canada’s Department of 
Heritage Canada 150 Fund. 

With the Celebrating the Strength of Canada’s Diversity: Youth Engaging 
Youth Project, the UCC will work with its member organizations across the 
country to organize youth-led and driven Canada 150 celebratory events in 
British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, and Ontario. 

Ukrainian Canadian youth will organize ten events in each province 
(ranging from sport to celebratory to cultural activities) working in part- 
nership with youth from other ethnocultural, linguistic, and Indigenous 
communities. 

The end goal is to focus on youth working together in the spirit of divers- 
ity and inclusion to share experiences and create actively engaging celebra- 
tory events for Canadians for Canada’s 150th anniversary. The project will 
result in 50 events, engaging 1250 - 2500 youth in actively designing and 
administering the events, and attracting up to 50,000 Canadians. 

“As Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Canadian Heritage | 
responsible for Multiculturalism, I’m very pleased to congratulate the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress on the launch of its Canada 150 program, 
Youth Engaging Youth. Youth, along with the environment, diversity and 
reconciliation with Indigenous persons, is one the key themes of our ses- 
quicentennial year,” stated Arif Virani, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Canadian Heritage (Multiculturalism). “By engaging youth 
across Canada we can celebrate our diversity, share our culture, engage 
our volunteers, and promote our shared heritage. This fantastic initiative 
is part of the Canada 150 celebrations being funded by the Government 
of Canada.” 

“As we celebrate the 150th anniversary of our great country, the UCC is 
proud to be working with our community’s youth and the youth of many 
other communities, in marking this important milestone in our shared his- 
tory,” stated Paul Grod, National President of the UCC. “This project is a 
wonderful opportunity to celebrate Canada’s diversity; to increase youth 
engagement across the country; to remember where we came from and 
look forward to the future. We are grateful to the Government of Canada 
for supporting this important initiative.” 


St. Basil UCWLC Main Executive 2017 with Lena Sloboda at the launch. First row left to right: Eparchial 
UCWLC President - Joyce Chrunik-Rudiak; 51. Basil UCWLC President - Krystyna Sendziak; HLM - Lena 
Sloboda; Spiritual Advisor - Sr. Doloretta Shalagan SSMI. Second row lefi to right: Past UCWLC President 
- Josephine Koper; Membership secretaries - Edie Pitchko, Gloria Тигспепек; Ist. Vice - Sandra Leskow; 
Corresponding secretary - Sheryl Zolner; Treasurer - С; ynthia Smith; Recording secretary - Judy Heisler; 2nd. 
Vice - Angeline Stelmach. 


UCWLC history book launched 


(UkrNews)—An overflow crowd at St. Basil’s “The history of the UCWLC cannot be separated 
Ukrainian Catholic Parish Cultural Centre inEdmon- from the development of the Ukrainian Catholic 
ton witnessed the launch of Lena Sloboda’s book Church in Canada. The scope of these 72 years of his- 
UCWLC: Builders of Home, Faith and Community, tory includes the League’s embracing of its work with 
February 12 our bishops, our Basilian fathers, our eparchial secu- 

This exquisitely designed 485-page hardcover lar priests, and our congregation of sisters, the Sisters 
volume, containing 582 photographs describes the Servants of Mary Immaculate,” she added. 
origins of the Ukrainian Catholic Women’s League “Resisting the temptation to merely string facts and 
of Canada (UCWLC) in the context of the history events in some chronological order, Lena carefully 
of the first Ukrainian settlement beginning in 1891 narrates the history of the UCWLC through a thematic 
imeWestern Canadas focusing’on Ukrainian’ pioneer’ “expose focused, as'the'titte describes, on “Builders of 
women and their formative role in parish life. The Home, Faith and Community’,” said Bishop David 
book chronicles the development of the League as a Motiuk, Eparch of Edmonton, in his greeting, which 
national organization and highlights the many contri- was read out to the gathering by Very Rev. Stephen 
butions of Ukrainian Canadian women in Ukrainian Wojcichowsky. 
communities across Canada and in Canadian culture “This Trinitarian approach — home, faith and com- 
and society overall. - munity - accurately describes the reality of how the 

“It is chock full of information and that information interconnectedness of these three dimensions gave 
is written, it is illustrated and it is very carefully put strength and courage to a pioneering people who 
together and it does speak definitely to the dedication, had very few tangible possessions upon their arrival 
the perseverance, of course of the Ukrainian Catholic in Canada, but managed not only to survive, but to 
Women’s League of Canada, but especially of Pani flourish in the harsh years and decades that followed. 
Lena, who of course, spent almost a decade continuing These same ingredients of home, faith and community 
the work of Nellie Woytkiw. And that is characteristic offer us again a recipe for success for our day and for 
of something that we do hold in our consciousness of our children’s children,” he added. 


examining the past of Hope Faith and Community,” 
said Historian Radomir Bilash at the launch 

In her address, Sloboda paid tribute to the late Nel- 
lie Woytkiw, the first president of St. Basil’s UCWLC 
Branch and her organizational mentor and close 
friend, who began this project. 

“Nellie had an important mission: the meaningful 
task to write a book about the League. She began by 
publishing a booklet of 24 pages (in Ukrainian) on the 
beginnings of the UCWLC. Later, she began to write 
about the history of the UCWLC. However, soon after 
that, Nellie became ill. She was devastated; she could 
not continue writing. Nellie then asked me to work 
with her and become the co-author of the book. I felt 
I was unworthy of sharing Nellie’s work, and at that 
time I could not undertake this project,” said Sloboda 

When Woytkiw passed away in 1992, a memorial 
fund was created to continue her work and 14 years 
later, Sloboda was asked to complete the project — 
which took 10 years to accomplish. 

“The heart of this book, UCWLC: Builders of Home, 
Faith and Community, is the legacy of the Ukrainian 
pioneer women. The book describes how these three 
dimensions bonded the Ukrainian settlers through 
their difficult pioneering lives in the wilderness of 
Western Canada. These equal and powerful forces of 
home, faith, and community became the mission of 
the UCWLC; this work now continues under the title 
of UCWLC: Builders of Home, Faith and Commun- 
ity,’ explained Sloboda. 

“Ukrainian pioneer women played an integral role 
in the settlement of the untamed prairies of Western 
Canada. At the same time, through their dedication 
and selfless commitment to religious, cultural, social, 
and charitable work in our churches, parishes, and 
communities, they laid a sturdy foundation for the 
subsequent emergence of the UCWLC, in 1944. 


“It’s difficult for us, who have never written a book. 
to even imagine the task that Pani Lena took on, but 
with devotion and determination she compiled a book 
of close to 500 pages. It was long, arduous work, but 
at the same time rewarding work — a tremendous ac- 
complishment,” said Joyce Chrunik-Rudiak, Edmon- 
ton Eparchial President of the UCWLC, who served 
as MC for the launch. 

Sloboda, the granddaughter of Mykola Tychkow- 
sky, the first Ukrainian to be granted a land title in 
Canada, is an Honorary Life Member (HLM) of the 
UCWLC and has served that organization for 64 
years. Among her many achievements, she: 

« Initiated and chaired the compilation and publica- 
tion of the very successful St. Basil UCWLC “Culin- 
ary Treasures” cookbook; 

+ Helped organize the St. Basil’s Parish Children’s 
Playschool, the Children of Mary and Sodality and as- 
sisted at the Children’s Summer Camp; 

« In television presentations demonstrated tradition- 
al Ukrainian cuisine; 

« Initiated and chaired the Eparchial UCWLC pro- 
ject. commissioning Peter Shostak, a renowned art- 
ist, to produce the original painting, “A Tribute to a 
Ukrainian Pioneer Woman’; 

+ Provided leadership in organizing Ukrainian cul- 
tural classes; 

+ Brought to fruition the National Plenary Confer- 
ence decision to procure a copy of the Mother of God 
of Pochaiv Icon from the Basilian Fathers Museum in 
Mundare; 

* Served as the First President of the Eparchial 
UCWLC Regional Council that was established on 
May 28, 1997; 

« Was the UCWLC’s representative to the World 
Federation of Ukrainian Women’s Organizations for 
fourteen years. 
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ООН: останні події на Сході 
України призвели до нового 


погіршення гуманітарної ситуації 


(Радіо Свобода) Управління 
координації гуманітарних справ ООН зая- 
вило про чергове погіршення гуманітарної 
ситуації на Сході України після нового 
спалаху бойових дій у регіоні. 

Швидке загострення бойових дій при- 
звело до виникнення нових термінових 
гуманітарних потреб уздовж «лінії роз- 
межування» як на підконтрольних, так 
і на не підконтрольних урядові України 
територіях Донецької і Луганської обла- 
стей, мовиться у звіті УКГС, що охоплює 
період із 29 січня по б лютого. 

Хоча кількість інцидентів у сфері без- 
пеки дещо знизилася 4 лютого, загаль- 
ний заклик до повного режиму припи- 
нення вогню всіма сторонами конфлікту 
залишається непочутим, наголосили в 
ООН. Дедалі більша кількість загиблих, 
проблеми з захистом цивільних осіб і 
водночас постійні пошкодження критич- 
но важливої цивільної інфраструктури 
є основним приводом для занепокоєння 
гуманітарної спільноти, мовиться у звіті. 

Зокрема, доступ до води та опалення для 
близько 1,1 мільйона людей у Донецькій 
області перебуває під загрозою, тому що 
взаємозалежні інфраструктури — елек- 
тропостачання та водозабезпечення |, 
як наслідок, система опалення - не були 
повністю відновлені, мовиться у Звіті, 
оприлюдненому в понеділок. 

Через це потерпають люди в Авдіївці, 
Маріуполі, а також Ha окупованих 
територіях у кількох районах Донецька, в 
Горлівці і ще кількох прилеглих містах. 

В ООН також звернули увагу, що 
обстріли становлять серйозну небез- 
пеку і через близькість промислових 
підприємств та водопровідних станцій зі 

складами, де зберігається хлоргаз, і в разі 
пошкодження наслідки можуть призвести 
до екологічної катастрофи. 

Крім того, в ООН звернули увагу на те, 


що на вільній частині Луганської області 
теплопостачання опинилося під загро- 
зою після того, як група ветеранів до- 
бровольчих батальйонів перекрила рух 
вантажних поїздів на залізничній ділянці 
Луганськ - Лисичанськ - Попасна. По- 
силаючись на дані Міністерства з пи- 
тань тимчасового окупованих територій 
та внутрішньо переміщених осіб, автори 
звіту зазначили, що блокада негативно 
вплинула на поставку вугілля з окупова- 
них територій до теплоцентралі в місті 
Щастя (Новоайдарський район) і спричи- 
нила фінансові збитки в розмірі близько 
37 мільйонів гривень (1 320 000 доларів 
США). 

У звіті детально перелічено людські 
жертви серед мирного населення, по- 
шкодження 1 труднощі, що їх спричинив 
спалах бойових дій і на вільних, і на оку- 
пованих частинах Донбасу. 

Основною потребою наразі є електроге- 
нератори для потерпілих громад, щоб забез- 
печити безперервну роботу критично важ- 
ливих об'єктів інфраструктури, таких, як 
станції електро- та водопостачання, лікарні, 
навчальні заклади тощо. Зважаючи на те, що 
кількість потерпілих людей продовжує зро- 
стати, вкрай необхідні гуманітарні потре- 
би охоплюють продукти харчування, воду, 
обігрівачі, теплий одяг, постільну білизну, 
ковдри, предмети гігієни, а також будівельні 
матеріали для термінового ремонту житла, 
заявляють в ООН. 

У звіті згадано і про численні заходи, 
яких вжили ООН i її організації Ta вла- 
да України для того, щоб забезпечити 
потерпіле населення життєво необхідною 
допомогою. 

«Партнери ООН та уряд співпрацюють 
над оновленням планів евакуації та пла- 
ну дій у надзвичайній ситуації, якщо 
ситуація надалі погіршуватиметься», -- 
мовиться в документі. 


уряд Чехії вирішив збільшити 
кількість працівників із України 


Оксана Пеленська, Радіо Свобода 

- Уряд Чехії ухвалив рішення вдвічі 
збільшити кількість українців, що можуть 
бути запрошені на роботу чеськими 
підприємствами. Як зазначив сьогодні 
міністр закордонних справ Чехії Лубомір 
Заоралек, квота зросте з нинішніх 3 тисяч 
800 на ще приблизно таку саму кількість. 
Важливо, що також буде збільшена 1 
кількість працівників у генеральному 
консульстві Чехії у Львові і в Міністерстві 
внутрішніх справ Чехії, які займаються 
оформленням працевлаштування 
українців. Таким чином, сьогодні врешті 
набула реальних обрисів чеська урядова 
програма | щодо | працевлаштування 
українців, яка була ухвалена ще восени 
минулого року. З 

Рішення | чеського | уряду | щодо 
збільшення кількості українських 
громадян, яких буде допущено на роботу 
до Чехії, вітає як чеська, так і українська 
сторона. 

На думку Тараса Костюка, керівника 
організації «Українські профспілки в 
Чехії», ухвалене чеським урядом рішення 

> покращить становище українських 
громадян, які працюють у Чехії. «Є надія, 
що це все буде легально робитися, що це 
допоможе робити все згідно з законом, 
це вселяє надію в те, що люди офіційно 
отримають візу, будуть оформлені на 
роботу, будуть забезпечені медичним 
страхуванням», - зазначив Тарас Костюк. 

Як наголосив Радіо Свобода президент 
Конфедерації союзів працедавців (і 
підприємців Чехії Ян Візнер, на чеському 
ринку праці зараз є вільними кілька тисяч 
робочих місць, і Чехія радо б прийняла 
робочу силу з України: «Не говорю, що 
це мають бути люди лише з України, але 
якщо це можливо, то звідти якнайбільше. 
Нині ситуація виглядає так: відповідно до 


домовленості з Міністерством закордонних 
справ | і | Міністерством внутрішніх 
справ, їхні посадовці, які займаються 
працевлаштуванням, можуть оформити 3 
тисячі 800 працівників на рік. Ця кількість 
для нас недостатня, і в Україні є більше 
охочих. I нам потрібно щонайменше 
подвоїти цю кількість, тобто приймати 7-8 
тисяч працівників щорічно». 

Чеські працедавці задоволені 
ухваленим рішенням - як наголосив 
Ян Візнер, проблем у співпраці чехів 
та українців немає, чехи поважають 
робітників із України: «З тими людьми, 
які в нас працюють офіційно, проблем 
немає. Ми не погоджуємось із думкою 
Міністерства з внутрішніх cupaB про 
зростання злочинності в Чехії. Адже Ti 
хто до Hac приїжджає офіційно, здають усі 
необхідні документи, також і про те, що 
не мали покарань. Ми не можемо сказати, 
що маємо з українцями поганий досвід 
співпраці. Ми задоволені працівниками 
з України, інакше ми б стільки не 
старались, щоб вони до нас приїжджали. 
Ми ними задоволені». 

За інформацією Конфедерації союзів 
працедавців i підприємців Чехії, на 
чеському ринку праці відчутний гострий 
брак робочої сили, І великі підприємства, 
такі, наприклад, як відома Skoda Auto 
в місті Млада-Болеслав, і малі фірми 
волають про допомогу. Потрібні передусім 
працівники середньої й нижчої кваліфікації, 
потрібні вже зараз, часу на довгі процедури 
працевлаштування чехи не мають. 

Відтак Конфедерація союзів 
працедавців і підприємців Чехії днями, 
на початку лютого, звернулася з листом 
до уряду допомогти з робочою силою 
з України, при цьому прохання було 
діяти невідкладно. Тепер це прохання 
задоволене. 
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Історична політика 
перешкоджає стратегічній 


співпраці України та 
Польщі - Гамрищак 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Історична політика України i Польщі, 
нерозв'язані важкі істеричні теми є 
перешкодою для економічного розвит- 
ку сусідніх держав, наголосив Радіо 
Свобода Януш Гамрищак, заступник 
мера міста Перемишля (Польща). Як 
вийти з цієї непростої ситуації довкола 
спільного українсько-польського мину- 
лого, щоб будувати майбутнє? Про це 
говорили цими днями поблизу Перемиш- 
ля на конференції «Польсько-українські 
відносини на порозі 2017 року: стан та 
перспективи», яка організована фондом 
«Центр досліджень Україна - Польща». 

Дрібна торгівля, спільний бізнес у при- 
кордонному регіоні України і Польщі 
дозволяє багатьом українцям і полякам 
мати стабільний заробіток. Якщо б при- 
пинити малий прикордонний рух, то це 
б принесло великі економічні втрати, 
наголосив заступник мера ШПеремиш- 
ля Януш Гамрищак. Повідомлення про 
негативні інциденти у Перемишлі, зо- 
крема, коли під час «Маршу орлят» про- 
звучав антиукраїнський вигук, руйнуван- 
ня пам'ятників і могил шкодять іміджу 
міста, лякають людей по обидва боки 
кордону. Для Перемишля важливі зв'язки 
з Україною, тим паче, що Перемишль 
співпрацює з п'ятьма українськими 
містами, реалізує спільні проекти у рам- 
ках програми Євросоюзу «Польща — 
Україна - Білорусь». 

«Багато прикордонних міст живуть саме 
з торгівлі. Якщо ми підемо в ізоляцію 
(чи з українського, чи польського боку), 
то втратимо економічний зиск. Навіть ті 
сигнали, як на мене, дуже перебільшені 
і негативні, необгрунтовані, щодо Пере- 
мишля відлякують інвесторів, у певний 
спосіб і відлякують людей, які займають- 
ся дрібною торгівлею на прикордонні. 
Я не уявляю, щоб дійшло до більшого 
відчуження чи ліквідації малого при- 
кордонного руху, чи ізоляції на кордоні. 
Ми маємо використовувати економічні 
можливості. Я буваю в Україні, i ми 
стараємось реалізувати спільні проекти», 
- каже Януш Гамрищак. 

Однак останнім часом саме історична 
політика в Україні та Польщі - на заваді 
взаємній співпраці і порозумінню. Ко- 
жен інцидент, який має антиукраїнське 
забарвлення, факти про вандалізм на 
могилах загиблих українців і поляків 
набирає великого розголосу, особливо у 
польському суспільстві, 1 на цьому по- 
будована філософія ненависті. Такі речі 
виникають через те, що упродовж понад 
20 років Україна i Польща взаємно об- 
манюються, уникаючи розмов на важку 
історичну тематику, пояснює журналіст 
польського радіо «Жешув» Марек Цин- 
кар, а стратегічне партнерство України 
та Польщі, яке декларували всі роки 
українська і польська влади, - це «час 
фальшування приязні». 

«Це були гасла, за якими ніколи не йшла 
щира розмова і не були підняті важкі теми. 
Тому немає чого дивуватись, що у Польщі 
різні середовища - патріотичні, «кресові» 
-згадують про історичну правду. Це саме 
діється в Україні, де є свої герої - Сте- 
пан Бандера, який поляками потрактова- 
ний як ворог, як особа, з якою пов'язана 
польська історична кривда, але в Україні 
він - герой. Ми цього не змінимо. До- 
поки у цьому питанні не домовимось, то 
нічого не буде», - говорить Марек Цинкар 
у коментарі для Радіо Свобода. 

Співрозмовник припускає, що до 
інцидентів у Перемишлі, які лише заго- 
стрюють українсько-польські відносини, 
ображають українців, може бути причет- 
на третя сторона. 

«Російська агентура, напевно, діє, але 
чи організовує ці всі акції? Я не до кінця 


переконаний. Чи хтось навмисно за цим 
стоїть? Я думаю, що зло породжує зло, 
агресія - агресію. Якщо поляки бачать, 
що з української сторони організовані 
заходи, які прославляють УПА, на ву- 
лицях бачать бандерівські прапори, то 
народжується у них страх, боязнь, що 
історія може повернутись: Це дуже важка 
річ - знайти шлях до порозуміння, коли є 
різні погляди на історію», - каже Марек 
Цинкар. 

Під час конференції зазначалось, що 
українським i польським науковцям, 
різним середовищам слід більше роз- 
мовляти, а про минуле важливо говори- 
ти фактами і обгрунтовано, використо- 
вуючи конкретні архівні матеріали, щоб 
нівелювати ненависть і зло. Водночас 
слід не уникати складних і кривавих 
сторінок спільної історії, як би це комусь 
не подобалось, а натомість представити 
аналіз цих минулих подій так, як їх ба- 
чить, розуміє, досліджує польська сторо- 
на і українська - і тоді знайти консенсус. 

«Претензія поляків полягає в тому, 
що українці ніколи не визнала події на 
Волині злочином. I це використовують 
різні рухи. Цих рухів не було б, якби 
українська сторона ствердила, що це зло- 
чин, за який соромно і перепрошує за це. 
Так, як за злочин німці перепросили весь 
світ, і все закрито», - вважає Марек Цин- 
кар. 

Українці не один раз просили вибачен- 
ня у поляків за злочини на Волині 1943 
року, коли було жорстоко вбито 40-60 
тисяч поляків (цифри дуже різняться 
у дослідників). Те, що масові вбивства 
поляків на Волині є злочином, призна- 
вались у цьому, просячи поляків про 
вибачення, ієрархи Української греко- 
католицької церкви, президент України, 
—xoua УГКЦ не мала ніякої дотичності до 
Волині. Польська ж сторона вимагає від 
України визнати події на Волині «геноци- 
дом поляків». 


Нині важливо розділити дискусію 
про історичну пам'ять і економічну 
співпрацю Ta  сконцентруватись Ha 


перспективі для обох держав. Однак 
кожна зустріч української та польської 
делегацій останні півроку не оминає 
теми історичної політики. Водночас 
українські та польські медіа переважно 
висвітлюють негативні події, а оминають 
позитивну співпрацю між обома народа- 
ми, зазначалось під час конференції. У 
Польщі працює понад мільйон українців, 
а навчається понад 50 тисяч українців, по- 
ловина з яких мають «карту поляка». 

«Потрібно передусім поєднати різні 
середовища, налагодити якомога більшу 
кількість контактів і частіше спілкуватись. 
Росія з створила з модель російського 
журналіста-пропагандиста, а нам 
потрібна модель журналіста-аналітика, 
щоб відповідати, писати, інформувати, 
щоб інформація була серед думок інших 
експертів. Сьогодні багато залежить від 
компетенції журналіста, бо досить ча- 
сто калькують російські інформаційні 
вкидання, багато є маніпуляцій. Немає 
навіть процедури обговорення у редакції, 
кого взяти експертом у тому чи іншому 
питанні, бо можна російського пропаган- 
диста назвати незалежним експертом», — 
наголосив Адам Лельонек, керівник фон- 
ду «Центр досліджень Україна - Поль- 
ща». 

Вперше за два з половиною роки 
у Варшаві цього тижня відбудеться 
зустріч 15 українських депутатів групи 
міжпарламентських зв'язків із Польщею. 
Одне з найважливіших питань, яке доно- 
ситимуть українські парламентарі, - це 
те, що поляки для українців не просто 
сусіди, а стратегічні партнери у безпеко- 
вих питаннях. 
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URDC initiatives address challenges of Donbas war 


(UkrNews)—The war in Donbas 
has created immense challenges for 
health professionals to deal with 
Post Traumatic Spectrum Disorder 
(PTSD). 

Thus, the Ukrainian Resource and 
Development Centre (URDC) at 
MacEwan University, is cooperating 
with the Canada Ukraine Alliance of 
Edmonton in delivering information 
on PTSD to Ternopil State Medical 
University and to the Association of 
the Deaf in Ukraine. Canadian meth- 
ods of treatment are being tailored 
to the needs of soldiers and war-dis- 
placed internal migrants, with par- 
ticular attention to the needs of deaf 
people in Ukraine. 

In a presentation made to an 
information meeting held at St. 
John’s Cultural Centre in Edmon- 
ton, February 12, Yuri Konkin, 
Director of URDC, noted that ac- 
cording to reports by the Ukrainian 
Association (Society) of the Deaf 
there are several thousand deaf 
persons, who have been affected 
by the current crisis. In particular, 
there are up to 2,000 deaf persons 
among internally displaced per- 
sons (IDPs) from Donbas who cur- 
rently reside in other regions. They 
are in need of access to resources 
and psychological assistance that 
would help them mitigate mental 
health trauma and develop effec- 
tive coping strategies. 

The Ministry of Health of 
Ukraine (MOHU) reports there is 
a lack of health professionals ca- 
pable of providing qualified mental 
health support to the victims of the 
military conflict and their families. 
The problem is exacerbated by the 
fact that Ukrainian nurses do not 
receive any training pertaining to 
PTSD as part of their education. 

The need for qualified person- 
nel with contemporary expertise 
in health is expected to grow in 


Left to Right: Yuri Konkin; Amorena Bartlett; Dr Ihor Kobel; Susanne Martin, one of the founding members of 
CUADHHP; and Dr. Roman Petryshyn, President of CUADHHP, 


Ukraine as the aftermath of the war 
and the overall crisis will be felt at 
different levels for several years do 
come. 

The Canadian initiative will pro- 
vide an effective response to the 
emerging crises associated with 
the psychological trauma of vast 
groups of vulnerable population in 
Ukraine and will contribute to sus- 
tainable economic development of 
four pilot regions (Ternopil, Lviv, 
Zhytomyr, Kharkiv) by expanding 
the role of nurses as key primary 
dealt care providers. 

It will.also contribute to enhanc- 
іпе 5004 governance in. Ukraine by. 
increasing the role of the Ukrai- 
nian Association of the Deaf, local 
schools for the deaf, NGOs, vol- 
unteer community support groups 
and associations in establishing ef- 
fective multidisciplinary models to 


address the needs of mental health/ 
PTSD patients in collaborative and 
accountable ways. 

Among, the expected outcomes 
are: 

° Increased knowledge and skills 
of nursing students and practicing 
nurses in those regions regarding 
mitigation and treatment strategies 
pertaining to mental health trauma 
and PTSD; 

» Increased capacity of nursing 
faculties/schools in those regions 
to deliver a contemporary Men- 
tal Health Trauma/PTSD course, 
which is designed to become an in- 
tegral part of the enhanced national 
BSCN program; 

« Increased access of target ра- 
tient groups and their families (war 
veterans, IDPs) in pilot regions to 
empowered nursing cadres as key 
element of the primary health care 


system; and 

e Enhanced ability of schools 
for the deaf and hard-of-hearing 
persons, deaf community organiza- 
tions, volunteer support groups and 
family members in pilot regions to 
assist target patient romps in cop- 
ing with short-term and long-term 
effects of mental health trauma/ 
PTSD inflicted by the military con- 
flict and violence. 

Dr hor Kobel the founding dir- 
ector for a new centre for students 
with disabilities at the Ukrainian 
Catholic University, Lviv spoke 
about the Canada-Ukraine Alliance 
for Deaf & Hard of Hearing People 
(CUADHHP), a non-profit organ- 
ization that was created in 2000 as 
a response to the needs of Ukrain- 
ian and Canadian deaf children and 
their families. 

The Alliance is a network, both 


in Canada and in Ukraine, of indi- 
viduals, educational institutions and 
corporations that are working with 
deaf and hard of hearing people. 

It has established a program of 
summer camps for deaf students 
and parents which has grown from 
one to 27 institutes and sponsored 
over 1700 deaf children, parents 
and teachers to present a new out- 
look on deafness and the role and 
potential of deaf people in Ukrain- 
ian society. The Alliance has also 
facilitated the donation of 120 new 
hearing aids and 20 computers. 

The UCU joined the CUADHHP 
Summer Institute Initiative in 2011. 

Through partnership the CUAD- 
HHP strives to facilitate a trans- 
formation in attitude towards deaf 
people and their role in Ukrainian 
society. 

Critical among these is the real- 
ization that deaf people are neither 
deficient as human beings, nor in- 
capable of contributing to society, 
but are capable of great accom- 
plishments and can be leaders at 
home and abroad. 

Amorena Bartlett, a student 
from MacEwan University, talked 
about her upcoming trip to engage 
with the Association of the Deaf in 
Ukraine. 

Bartlett, who will serve as a 
MacEwan Ambassador, stressed 
the need for accessibility for deaf 
people through such means as 
close-captioned videos and the 
provision of sign-language inter- 
preters. 

She herself spoke through sign 
language which was translated by 
interpreters. 

Bartlett said she wants to see 
the level of accessibility for fear 
people in Ukraine and would like 
to hear about both the positive and 
negatives aspects of their experi- 
ences. 


Ukrainian students study student organizations in Canada 


(UkrNews)—Three student 
leaders from Ukraine visited Ed- 
monton January 28 -February 4 to 
study how student representative 
bodies work in Canada and bring 
that knowledge back with them to 
Ukraine 

Zarina Khalimon, President of 
Student Government (SG) Kyiv 
Mohyla University; Mykhaylo 
Shelemeba, President SG Ukrain- 
ian Catholic University (UCU) 
from Lviv and Taras Moroz, 
President SG Ternopil State Med- 
ical University (TSMU) were here 
upon the invitation of the Ukrain- 
ian Resources and Development 
Centre (URDC) at Grant MacEwan 
University (GMU) the Student’s 
Association of MacEwan Univer- 
sity (SAMU) and Services for Stu- 
dents with Disabilities (SSD) Cen- 
tre at UCU. 

During their stay here, they met 
with Alberta Advanced Education 
Minister Marlin Schmidt, Ward 1 
Edmonton City Councillor Andrew 
Knack, GMU President David At- 
kinson, members of SAMU, the 
Ukrainian Canadian Students’ 
Union and the Ukranian Founda- 
tion for College Education (UCFE). 

In an interview following their 
meeting with UCFE, Shelemeba 
and Moroz told Ukrainian News 


te 


Foundation for College Education (UCFE)at a luncheon, January 31. 


Ukrainian student representatives Mykhaylo Shelemeba and Taras Moroz met with GMU President Dr. David Atkinson and members of the Ukranian 


the purpose of their visit was to 
learn how student associations in 
Canada work successfully. 

Among recent reforms that have 
been initiated in the higher educa- 
tional system in Ukraine, student 
bodies can now get .05% of the 
universities’ budgets allocated to 
them, which they can use for their 


own administration, projects and 
promotion. 

This is a major step forward for 
student organizations, because pri- 
or to this self-governing associa- 
tion did not exist in many institutes 
of higher learning in Ukraine. 

They were quite surprised to 
meet with Minister Schmidt be- 


cause there are no avenues of com- 
munication between students and 
the authorities in Ukraine who do 
not take student representatives 
very seriously, explained Moroz. 
The fact that students in Canada 
can actually discuss issues with a 
minister and find mutually bene- 
ficial approaches to resolve issues 


sssomething very interesting and 
something they will have to work 
on in Ukraine, added Shelemeba. 

They also said they hope to ex- 
pand the scope of student exchan- 
ges between Canadian and Ukrain- 
ian students. Many programs exist, 
but people have to be more aware 
of them, said Shelemba. 
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- Separatist commander|Did Yulia charm The Donald? 


‘Givi’ killed 
in eastern Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—A separatist commander in the eastern Ukrainian region of 
Donetsk has been assassinated, the Russia-backed separatists sav. 

Mikhail Tolstykh, better known by his nom de guerre (ivi. died after 
a bomb exploded in his office in the separatist stronghold of Donetsk just 
after 6 a.m. local time on February 8, de facto separatist authorities and a 
source with ties to its military told RFE/RL by phone. 

The separatists announced two days of mourning. 

Donetsk separatist leaders called the killing a “terrorist” attack organ- 
ized by the Ukrainian intelligence services. 

“The Ukrainians...cannot defeat us on the battlefield, so they kill us in 
a malicious way,” separatist leader Aleksandr Zakharchenko said. 

The Ukrainian Security Service (SBU) denied it was responsible, in- 
stead suspecting an internal operation to clear the rebel ranks. 

“People tied to illegal armed groups are purged by special agencies be- 

_. yond the line of contact,” Yuriy Tandit, an adviser of the SBU chief, told 

the 112 Ukrainian channel. 

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Резкоу called the killing “an attempt to 


By Kenneth P. Vogel, David Stern 
and Michael Crowley 

(Politico Magazine}—During 
an unusual private meeting on the 
sidelines of the February 2 National 
Prayer Breakfast, President Donald 
Trump promised a Ukrainian 
opposition leader that the United 
States won't lift sanctions оп 
Russia until it pulls out of Ukraine, 
according to three people briefed 
on the meeting. 

Within hours of meeting with 
both Trump and Vice President 
Mike Pence at the prayer breakfast, 
former Ukrainian Prime Minister 
Yulia Tymoshenko relayed 
the contents of the meeting to 
separate audiences at the Heritage 
Foundation and the Hudson 
Institute, according to people who 
attended the off-the-record events 
at the conservative think tanks. 


destabilize the situation” in eastern Ukraine, where fighting between gov- The sources said that 
ernment forces and Russia-backed separatists has killed more than 9,750 | Tymoshenko, a member of 
people since April 2014. parliament who is positioning 


herself for a presidential campaign 
against the beleaguered incumbent 
president Petro Poroshenko, told 
the think tanks that Trump assured 
her he would “not abandon” 
Ukraine, which claims that Russian 
troops are responsible for increased 
fighting in the region near the 
countries’ shared border. The 
international community largely 
supports this view, but Moscow 
denies it and blames the fighting on 
pro-Russian separatists. 

While Trump had suggested 
during his campaign that he might 
be willing to ease sanctions against 
Russia related to its aggression 
against Ukraine, Tymoshenko said 
Trump assured her he would do 
no such thing -- unless” Russia 
withdrew from Ukraine, according 
to the people who attended the 
briefings, | | : 

They said Tymoshenko, who is 
generally regarded as pro-Western, 
did not discuss specifics at the 
think tank events, which were by 
invitation only and were closed to 
the press. Notably, it was unclear 
whether the conditions indicated 
by Trump to Tymoshenko for 
lifting sanctions included Russian 
withdrawal from Crimea, a 
Ukrainian territory to the country’s 
south, which was annexed 
by Russia in 2014, and what 
Trump would consider a Russian 
withdrawal from eastern Ukraine, 
where Moscow has provided the 
separatists with arms and other 
support. 

Still, one person who heard 

from Tymoshenko after the prayer 
breakfast, said “she definitely came 
away from her little tete-a-tete with 
Trump feeling somewhat calmer 
about the situation.” 
- And Tymoshenko’s 
characterization of her meetings 
with Trump and Pence would seem 
to mark a harsher tone towards 
Russia than the new president 
previously has struck publicly. 

A Trump White House official 
would not discuss the specifics of 
the meeting, instead explaining 
“the President and the former 
Prime Minister had а brief, 
informal photo-op meeting in 
the reception before the National 
Prayer Breakfast. While no formal 
assurances were given, the United 
States remains concerned about 
violence in Eastern Ukraine.” 

Hryhoriy Nemyria, a Ukrainian 
parliamentarian who is an official 
with Tymoshenko’s party and 
traveled with her to Washington, 
said, “Tymoshenko asked the 


Givi, 36, was leading the Somali battalion and made a name for himself 
in the brutal battle for Donetsk airport. 

Video footage from 2015 shows him verbally and physically abusing 
Ukrainian servicemen captured during the battle. 

Another separatist commander — Arseny Pavlov, who was better 
known by the nickname Motorola — died on October 16 when a bomb 
exploded in an elevator in his apartment block in Donetsk. 


Ukraine says Russian 
hackers targeting Kyiv’s 
power grid, financial system 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine has accused Russian hackers of targeting its 
power grid, financial system, and other infrastructure with thousands of 
attacks and a new type of virus that attacks industrial processes. 

Oleksandr Tkachuk, Ukraine’s Security Service chief, said on February 
15 that the attacks were orchestrated by the Russian security service with 
help from criminal hackers, and looked like they were designed by the 
same people who created malware known as “BlackEnergy.” 

Ukraine blamed hackers using BlackEnergy for knocking out part of 
Kyiv’s power grid in December 2015, and for attacks last year on the 
Defense and Finance ministries and the State Treasury. 

“Russian hackers and infobots become an important tool of the aggres- 
sion against our country,” Tkachuk said. 

The latest attacks employed a mechanism dubbed “Telebots” to infect 
computers that control infrastructure, he said. 

Moscow has repeatedly denied it is waging а “cyberwar” on Ukraine. 

Slovakian cybersecurity firm ESET said it believes the Telebots evolved 
from the BlackEnergy hacking effort. 

Separately on February 15, cybersecurity firm CyberX said that it had 
uncovered an espionage operation in Ukraine that had compromised more 
than 60 victims, including the Energy Ministry and a scientific research 

, institute, 
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Yulia Tymoshenko 


president not to remove sanctions 
on Russia until Russia withdraws 
from all Ukrainian territory.” He 
disputed the characterization of 
the Trump-Tymoshenko meeting 
in this story, but would not 
provide specifics, explaining that 
Tymoshenko “will make no further 
comments out of respect for the 
private nature of the conversation.” 

While Trump’s ambassador to 
the United Nations Nikki Haley 
on February 2 rebuked Russia and 
declared the U.S. would leave in 
place its sanctions related to the 
annexation of Crimea, Trump 
himself has been much less 
confrontational. 

Trump has expressed admiration 
for Russian president Vladimir 
Putin, indicated a willingness to 
consider easing the sanctions and 
at times disputed U.S. intelligence 
findings that Russian intelligence 
facilitated cyberattacks on 
Democratic officials and groups in 
an effort to boost Trump’s campaign 
against Democrat Hillary Clinton. 
And Trump’s Treasury Department 
this week tweaked sanctions levied 
by the Obama administration on a 
Russian spy agency in retaliation 
for the alleged cyberattacks. 

A spokesman for the Heritage 
Foundation said “we do пої 
discuss the deliberations of private 
meetings at Heritage,’ while a 
spokeswoman for the Hudson 
Institute did not respond to requests 
for comment. 

The Ukrainian embassy in 
Washington also did not respond to 
requests for comment. 

But in foreign policy circles 
in Washington and Kyiv, the 
Tymoshenko-Trump meeting was 
the subject of intense debate for 
its possible signals about Trump’s 
policy towards Ukraine and 
Russia, and also for its potential 
ramifications on Ukrainian 
domestic politics. 

In both capitals, the meeting 
Was seen as a major coup for 
Tymoshenko and an embarrassment 
for Poroshenko. The Ukrainian 
president, whose approval ratings 
have been soft, has been working 
assiduously to secure his own 
meeting with Trump, and has 
publicly suggested that such а 
meeting was imminent. 

“Twas one ofthefirstworld leaders 
to whom President Trump called 
immediately after the election, 
and we had quite a promising 
conversation.” Poroshenko last 
month told Bloomberg TV in an 
interview on the sidelines of the 
World Economic Forum in Davos. 
“We agreed that immediately after 
inauguration, we agreed the date 
of my visit to Washington, D.C., 
and the agenda of our negotiations 
would be quite big.” 

The Washington lobbying and 


Trump appears to take a harsher stance on Russia in an unusual private meeting 


consulting firm retained by a 
Poroshenko-linked group sought 
to minimize the Tymoshenko 
meeting. 

“According to participants in the 
Prayer Breakfast, Ms. Tymoshenko 
waited for President Trump in a 
corridor next to the restroom in 
the hope of catching him for a 
moment for a handshake,” said 
Jeff Birnbaum, president of BGR 
Public Relations, which represents - 
the National Reform Council of 
Ukraine. “No real meeting took 
place. The President shook hands 
with many people and apparently 
one of them was Ms. Tymoshenko.” 

But two operatives briefed 
on the reaction from within the 
Poroshenko administration said 
the Ukrainian president’s allies, 
including his ambassador to 
the U.S., Valeriy Chaly, were 
apoplectic when they learned of 
Tymoshenko’s meeting. 

One of the operatives, an 
American who has worked in 
Ukraine, called it a “vote of 
no confidence” from Trump 
for Poroshenko. The operative 
attributed Trump’s willingness to 
meet with Tymoshenko at least in 
part to efforts during the election 
by Ukrainian government officials 
to help Clinton and undermine 
Trump, which POLITICO revealed 
last month. 

“That was probably an issue,” 
said the American operative, “but 
there are a lot of forces at play 
here.” 

The other operative, a political 
consultant with connections to 
the Poroshenko administration, 
said “the administration is furious 
with the meeting.” The consultant 
said Poroshenko’s team intends to 
take the position that the meeting 
“wasn’t important, and they 
will try to ignore it as much as 
possible.” But the consultant added 
that “diplomatically, it was a slap 
in the face. They’re mad and don’t 
know what to do, and what will 
come next.” 

Indeed, it’s rare for a USS. 
president to meet with a foreign 
Opposition leader before meeting 
with the country’s head of state. 

A political analyst familiar with 
the discussions in Kyiv said Haley’s 
comments have calmed some fears 
about the Trump administration 
leaving Ukraine in the lurch, even 
as there’s still lingering confusion 
about precisely where Trump 
stands on the issue. 

“People are very worried about 
Trump,” said the analyst. “They 
are making a very concerted 
effort to reach out to the new 
administration.” 

Citing the possibility that 
Poroshenko might be able to meet 
with Pence on the sidelines of an 
upcoming security conference in 
Munich, the analyst said, “There’s 
hope in Kyiv that Pence will play 
the same role as [former Vice 
President Joe] Biden,” who was 
seen as an advocate for Ukraine 
inside the Obama administration. 

But Hannah Thoburn, a 
Hudson Institute research fellow 
specializing in Russia and 
Ukraine, said it’s not difficult to 
imagine Trump and Tymoshenko 
developing their own rapport. 

“They’re both business people 
and they both have a flare for 
presentation,” said Thoburn, 
who wouldn’t comment on 
Tymoshenko’s visit to Hudson. “I 
can imagine her and Trump getting 
along well.” 
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(CIUS-Edmonton)—The  Сап- 
adian Institute of Ukrainian Stud- 
ies (CIUS) took an active part in 
International Week activities held 
January 30 to February 5 at the 
University of Alberta. 

An annual event, International 
Week was organized for the 32nd 
time this year. It is the largest extra- 
curricular educational event held at 
the university, consisting of lectures, 
exhibitions, workshops, film screen- 
ings, and cultural performances. This 
year CIUS sponsored two documen- 
tary screenings and co-sponsored a 
third; all were aimed at highlighting 
challenges of contemporary Ukraine 
that are little known to international 
audiences. 

The first documentary, “This is 
Gay Propaganda: LGBT Rights and 
the War in Ukraine,” was presented 
by the film’s director, Marusya 
Bociurkiw. Dr. Bociurkiw is an au- 
thor, filmmaker, and professor. She 
has been producing films and vid- 
eos in Canada for the past fifteen 
years, which have been screened 
at film~festivals and in cinemas 
on several continents. Bociurkiw 
is Associate Professor of Media 
Theory at Ryerson University, and 
Director of the Studio for Media 
Activism and Critical Thought. In 
her documentary, she investigates 
the challenges and opportunities 
of Ukraine after the Euromaidan 
revolution and the Russian mil- 
itary aggression begun in 2014. 
In doing so, she follows the life of 
LGBT activists in Kyiv, Kharkiv, 
and Odesa, as well as those who 
were forced to flee the Donbas re- 
gion. The film highlights that while 
in Russia discriminatory laws and 
suppression of sexual minorities 
is an undisputed part of its state 
propaganda and confrontation with 
the West (and Ukraine), in Ukraine 
itself numerous internal challen- 
ges persist in this regard. Through 
a powerful narrative, the director 
shows the day-to-day battle for the 
protection of LGBT rights that is 
taking place in Ukraine. 

The film screening of “This is 
Gay Propaganda” took place on 
January 30, attracting a large audi- 
ence. Dr. Bociurkiw gave an intro- 
ductory speech and took questions 
after the film ended. Several ques- 
tions were dedicated to the film 
production and further life path of 
its main characters, while the ma- 
jority of questions concerned the 
obstacles preventing protection of 
LGBT rights in Ukraine, support 
from the Canadian government for 
the implementation of democratic 
reforms in Ukraine, and the role 
of the Ukrainian diaspora in these 
processes. Overall, this event pre- 
sented an important aspect of the 
ongoing struggle for the protection 
of minority rights in Ukraine. 


Audience at the film screening (I. Kozachemko/CIUS). 


CIUS sponsors documentary screenings oncontemporary Ukraine 


Dr. Writer, 


Marusya Bociurkiw, 
Director, and Producer (provided 
by M. Bociurkiw) 


The second documentary screen- 
ing that was organized by CIUS 
was dedicated to the Crimean 
Tatars. 

The film by Christina Paschyn, 
titled “A Struggle for Home: the 
Crimean Tatars,” was presented by 
Dr. Oleksandr Pankieiev on Feb- 
Tuary 2. Paschyn is a multimedia 
journalist and award-winning 
documentary filmmaker who is 
currently Assistant Professor in the 
Journalism Program at Northwest- 
ern University in Qatar. While pro- 
viding an overview of the history of 
this ethnic minority of Ukraine, her 
documentary focuses on the events 
just before and after Russia’s an- 
nexation of the Crimean peninsula 
in February 2014. Paschyn con- 
nects the tragic events of the total 
deportation of Crimean Tatars by 
Stalin in 1944 and their resist- 
ance to the annexation of 2014. 
Besides the film’s director, a good 
number of attendees addressed 
their questions to the president of 
the Canadian Association of Cri- 
mean Tatars, Rustem Irzay, both of 
whom were available via Skype. 
A lively discussion ranged from 
questions on the current situation 
in Crimea, options available to 
Crimean Tatar activists in their re- 
sistance to the Russian regime, and 
future prospects for Crimean Tatars 
if the Russian occupation stopped. 
The session received very positive 
feedback from those who attended 
it and from International Week or- 
ganizers. 

Inadditional to these main events, 
CIUS co-sponsored a screening of 
the Oscar-nominated documentary 
“Winter on Fire: Ukraine’s Fight 
for Freedom,” which was organ- 
ized by the Ukrainian Student So- 
ciety of the University of Alberta. 


This film depicts the events of the 
Euromaidan revolution through a 
detailed and powerful narrative. 
The film was presented by Dr. Ivan 
Kozachenko, who provided a brief 
description of the context in which 
the revolution was taking place, 
described the events in Ukrainian 
regions during the Euromaidan, 
and highlighted the outcomes of 
the revolution. The screening was 
also followed by a discussion of the 
events around the Euromaidan and 


further developments. 

During International Week, CIUS 
provided University of Alberta staff 
and students, as well as the gen- 
eral public, with the opportunity 
to learn about aspects of Ukrain- 
ian society that were virtually not 
covered by the mainstream Western 
media. These film screenings al- 
lowed audiences not only to view 
top-quality documentaries but also 
to interact with the directors about 
their films. Moreover, the avail- 


ability of Mr. Irzay gave those who 
attended the session an opportunity 
to hear first-hand information about 
the Crimean Tatar people and their 
resistance to the Russian occupa- 
tion, from a member of their own 
community. Overall, these events 
by CIUS made a valuable contribu- 
tion to International Week, provid- 
ing extensive in-depth information 
about Ukraine, with which Canada 
has long and extraordinarily close 
cultural ties. 
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By Christopher Miller, RFE/RL 

AVDIYIVKA, Ukraine — Residents of 
this front-line flashpoint city awoke to rela- 
tive calm on February 4 after a week of 
heavy artillery bombardments that shattered 
lives, killed dozens, and caused President 
Petro Poroshenko to declare a state of emer- 
gency. 

The lull came before a phone call that was 
scheduled to take place between Poroshenko 
and U.S. President Donald Trump around 
11:45 p.m. Kyiv time. Ukraine has looked 
for support from Trump, who has said he 
wants to improve relations with Russia. 

Pavlo Malykhin, the city’s head of civil- 
ian and military affairs, told RFE/RL he be- 
lieved the welcomed lull was due to a local 
cease-fire brokered by the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe’s spe- 
cial monitoring mission to Ukraine and the 
Joint Center for Control and Coordination, 
which includes Ukrainian and Russian mil- 
itary officers. 

At a makeshift humanitarian center be- 
side the city’s soccer stadium, there were al- 
most as many emergencies services workers 


as residents. It was a marked change from 
every other day this week, when thousands 
poured in to receive rations and warm them- 
selves. 

Two buses available for people wanting to 
evacuate the city sat empty and idling in the 
parking lot. At the city’s main hospital, med- 
ics said no casualties were reported over- 
night and that the relative calm had allowed 
them to get some sleep. 

But the shelling did not completely cease. 
A Іаїе-тогпіпе attack on one Avdiyivka 
neighborhood damaged three houses and 
a car. Malykhin said that 114 residential 
homes, including eight multicomplex apart- 
ment blocks and 22 individual apartments, 
have been damaged by shelling since Janu- 
ary 29. 

An RFE/RL correspondent heard sporadic 
booms of outgoing and incoming heavy artil- 
lery, but there were noticeably fewer of them 
before midday on February 4. The Ukrainian 
Interior Ministry said in a statement that it 
had no information about casualties. 

Dozens of people have been killed, includ- 
ing civilians, and scores injured in renewed 
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Devastated Ukrainian city awakens to ‘relative calm’ 


PHOTO — CHRISTOPHER MILLER, RFE/RL 


In old Avdiyivka village, a man named Borya cooks buckwheat porridge in a field kitchen 
beside a church damaged by a mortar overnight. 


fighting in eastern Ukraine since January 29. 
The UN and EU have issued urgent pleas for 
talks to prevent a “catastrophe” in a conflict 
that has killed more than 9,750 people since 
April 2014. 

In Donetsk, the stronghold of the Russia- 
backed separatists fighting against Ukrain- 
ian government forces, several buildings, 
including a kindergarten, were reportedly 
damaged. 

Yet Malykhin described the situation here 
on the morning of February 4 as “relatively 
calm” and “stabilized” compared to previous 
days. 

Emergencies services workers around the 
city utilized the quiet time to work on restor- 


ing electricity and patching up damaged fa-. 


cades and broken windows, Malykhin said. 
He added that he hoped the railway station, 
which he said had also sustained some damage 


from shelling, would also be repaired. 

In old Avdiyivka village on the eastern 
edge of town, which has borne the brunt 
of the recent surge in hostilities, Valentyna 
Stetskova and Borya, who did not give his 
last name, were cooking buckwheat porridge 
in a field kitchen beside a church damaged 
by a mortar overnight. 

Through thick steam swirling around 
them, they said they get their rations and 
other products from volunteers and humani- 
tarian organizations upon whom they rely 
because fighting has caused food shortages 
in the city. 

Life has been hard these past three years, 
they said, but especially in the past week. 
The heavy shelling had forced them to re- 
treat to their basements. 

“We are surviving,” Stetskeva-said.“Sur- 
viving and nothing more.” 
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